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E ET T By 


SIR, 


HEN I firſt read your Hiſtory of 
the Life of Cardinal Po/e, I could 
not help thinking you extremely 

impolitic in publiſhing an Apology for the Ro- 

miſb Religion, (which appears to me to have 
been the principal Point you had in View) in 
an Age which ſeems diſpoſed to take up no Te- 


nets whatſoever upon Truſt, but to examine, 


with the utmoſt Strictneſs, whatever Doc- 
trines are propoſed to it; nay, even to doubt 


of what few of Mankind, in any Age of the 
World before the preſent, have ever once 


thought of diſputing: Our Senſes have been 
proved nothing but Liars, and the material 
World has been annihilated by one ingeni- 
ous Author *; and another, ſtill more re- 
fined, has attempted to demonſtrate that we 
have no more Reaſon to believe the Exiſtence 


of Spirit than of Matter, and has left us no- 


A thing 
5 erkeley, Biſhop of Cloyne. | 


„ 


thing but a Set of floating Ideas +. Now, 
Sir, in an Age like this, it is aſtoniſhing to 
me that you ſhould flatter yourſelf with the 
leaſt Hopes that Men ſhould be led to em- 
brace a Religion, one of whoſe firſt Principles 
it is, that we muſt not at all judge for our- 


ſelves, but muſt implicitly follow theDetermi- 


nations of others. I own I was for ſome Time 
at a Loſs todiſcover one probable Motive which 
might have induced you to thisPublication, till 
at laſt the two following ſuggeſted themſelves. 


The general Gaiety, Diſſipation, and Irregu- 


larity of the Age we live in, ſeemed to me 
one great Encouragement, as I dare ſay you 
well know that when Men are reſolved not 
to quit their Vices, but lead a Life of Folly 
and Irreligion, they are willing to adopt any 
Scheme which will afford them the eaſieſt 
Method of being reconciled to an. offended 
Deity, and to this Purpoſe your Doctrine of 
Indulgences, and of Maſſes for the Dead, 
by Means of which they may be delivered 
from the Torments of Purgatory, is moſt 
excellently adapted: Upon this Principle I 
think you have acted in a very ſenſible and 
judicious Manner. Another Motive, I fear, 
was the Succeſs your Emiſſaries have met 
with, of late Years, in making Converts 
amongſt us, (which has been for ſome Time 

1 paſt 


+ Hume's Treatiſe on Human Nature. 


1 

paſt greatly complained of) owing not only 
to your unwearied Diligence and Application, 
but to the Inattention, Negligence, and Su- 
pineneſs of many of thoſe of our Perſuaſion, 
whoſe Duty it is to inſtruct the People better. 
But, however, I hope this open and bold At- 
tack of yours, inſtead of having the Effect 
you with for, of increaſing the Number of 
your Converts, will rouſe us from our Le- 
thargy, and make us more diligent to guard 
our Flocks from your Delufions, and that a 
much abler Hand will undertake fully and 
clearly to refute all your Errors. In the 
mean Time I ſhall take the Liberty of ad- 
drefling to you a few Remarks upon your 
Hiſtory, which I hope will not prove alto- 
gether uſeleſs. 


The firſt Thing which I ſhall take Notice 
of is your Aſſertion, That the whole Chri- 
e ſtian World beheld, in the Deciſions of the 
* Council of Trent, a moſt compleat and ac- 
** curate Rule of Faith and Diſcipline, which 
« Error and Licentiouſneſs had endeavoured 
** to overthrow.” [p. 3.] Let us examine 
ſome few only of the Tenets publiſhed under 
the Authority of this Council, and if they 
ſhall: be found abſurd in themſelves, impoſ- 
ſible to be believed, and 'irreconcileable to 
Scripture, then it's Deciſions can no longer 
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C41 
merit the Title you have given them, of be- 
ing a compleat and accurate Rule of Faith. 


The third Canon of the third Seſſions of 
the Council of Trent enacts thus, *To re- 
« ſtrain Perſons of petulant Diſpoſitions, it is 
* ordained, That no one, depending on his 
«© own Wiſdom in Matters of Faith or Mo- 
ce rals, appertaining to the Edification of 
« Chriſtian Doctrine, ſhall wreſt the ſacred 
« Scripture to his own Senſe, or contrary to 
ce that Senſe which our, Holy Mother the 
«© Church has held and does hold, to whom 
* it belongs to judge of the true Senſe and 
Interpretation of Scripture; nor ſhall even 
«« dare to interpret it contrary to the unani- 
«© mons Conſent of the Fathers, even though 
« Interpretations of this Sort ſhould never 
te be made public; and whoever acts con- 
* trary to this Decree, ſhall be ſubject ta 
te the Puniſhment appointed by Law *.”— 
Now, Sir, this ſingle Canon, was it. the o7/y 
exceptionable one, is ſufficient to overthrow 
the Pretenſions of the Deciſions of the Coun- 
cil of Trent to the Title you have given them; 
for were the Injunctions of this Canon to be 
obeyed, and were we implicitly to receive the 
Interpretation of the Church, the Scriptures 
would be wholly uſeleſs to us, and the Expo- 

| | _ fition 
* Summa Conciliorum et Pontificum. Lyons, 1587, p. 479. a. 


E 


ſition of the Church muſt be our only Rule 
of Faith. That this was neither the Inten- 
tion of the Apoſtles, nor the Command of 
our Saviour, but directly contrary to them 
both, may, I think, be very fairly collected 
from the two following Texts of Scripture, 
Ads xvii. 11, Theſe, viz. the Bereans, 
« were more noble than thoſe of Thefſalonica, 
ce in that they received the Word with all 
« Readineſs of Mind, and ſearched the Scrip- 
&* tures daily, whether thoſe Things were ſo.” 
Here you find Perſons commended for not 
believing the Apoſtles themſelves, till they had 
ſearched whether their Doctrine was eon- 
ſonant to Scripture ; but if this Authority is 
not ſufficient, I hope that of our bleſſed 
LoRD himſelf will be admitted as unexcep- 
tionable, who appeals to the Scripture for 
the Proof of his divine Miſſion, and com- 
ce mands the Yews to ſearch the Scriptures, 
te for in them ye think ye have eternal Life, 
« and they are they which teſtify of me,” 
John v. 39. He does not bid them apply to 
the Doctors of the Feuiſb Law, the Phar:- 
fees their, Cardinals, nor the High Prieſt their 
Pope, for their Interpretation of Scripture, 
whether he was the Meſiab or not, but bids 
them ſearch the Scriptures themſelves, This 
ſeems to me directly contgadictory to the De- 
cree above cited. 

The 
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The next Aſſertion of this compleat and ac- 
curate Rule of Faith, which I ſhall take the 
Liberty of offering ſome Obſervations upon, 
relates to the Euchariſt or Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper : The firſt Canon of the Con- 
tinuation of the third Seſſion under Julius III. 
Succeſſor to Paul III. runs thus: In the 


ec firſt Place the ſacred Council teaches, and 


* openly and plainly profeſſes, That in the 
e blefled Sacrament of the holy Euchariſt, 
« after the Conſecration of the Bread and 
“Wine, our Lord JEsUs CuHRIsT, very 
* Gop and Man, truly, really, and ſubſtan- 
*« tially is contained under the Form of thoſe 
„ viftble Things, Sc.“ * The third 8 
on the ſame Subject of the Euchariſt, ſpeaks 
thus: The Faith of the Church of Gop 


« was always the fame; that, immediately - 


tc after Conſecration, the very Body and Blood 
* of our LoRD exiſted under the Appearance 
ce of Bread and Wine, together with his Soul 
and his Divinity; but that the Body in 

ce deed was under the Form of Bread, we 
e the Blood under the Form of Wine, by the 
« Force of the Words; but that the Body 
« was under the Form of the Wine, and the 
& Blood under the Form of the Bread, and 
* the Soul under both, by Virtue of that 
« natural Connection and Concomitancy 
© which 


* Sum, Conſilium et Pont. 507. 6. 
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« which unites the ſeveral Parts of CHRIST 
e Our LoRD, who roſe from the Dead, to die 
*© no more: And further, the Divinity i is pre- 1 
«« ſent, on Account of its admirable Union 
* with the Body, and hypoſtatical Union 
« with the Soul. Wherefore it is moſt true, 
«© that as much is contained under either 
« Form, as under both, for CHRIST, whole | 
*« and intire, exiſts under the Form of the | 
« Bread and every Part of it, and alſo under 


* the Form of the Wine and every Part of 
<« that?” 


* 


The fourth Canon goes on thus: But 
« fince CHRIST our Redeemer ſaid, That 
« what he offered under the Appearance of 
« Bread, was truly his Body; therefore the 
Church of Gop always believed, and this | 
« ſacred Synod again declares, That by the i 
«© Conſecration of the Bread and Wine, there 
ce is a Converſion of the whole Subſtance of | 
ee the Bread, into the Subſtance of the Body | 
c of CHRIsT our LoRD, and of the whole | 
« Subſtance of the Wine, into the Subſtance 
« of his Blood; which Converſion, aptly and 
« properly, is called Tranſub/tantiation by the 
« Holy Catholic Church.” * | | 


Sum, Conſilium et Pont. 508 5. 509 à. | | 


—— 0 AO CAN bt monde 


LS 1 

I will not affront the Reader's Underſtand- 
ing ſo much, as to think it neceſſary to point 
out the Abſurdity and Contradictions of the 
above Canons, but will juſt endeavour to ſhew 
that there is no Foundation in Scripture for 
the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. I think 
the very Words which you bring to prove 
this Doctrine, will involve you in Difficulties 
not eaſily ſuperable. Thrs is my Body, this 1s 
my Blood; either they muſt be taken in a literal 
Senſe, or they muſt not; if the latter is the 
Caſe, then at once you give up the 'Point ; 
if they are to be taken in the literal Senſe, 
upon what Authority do you aſſert, That the 
Soul and Divinity of JInsus CHRIST are pre- 
ſent after the Conſecration of the Elements ? 
And farther, where is your Proof that both 
the Body and Blood are both received under 
the Form of either Element ? For ſure, This 


7s my Body, taken literally, is not, This 7s 


my Body and Blood, and fo vice verſd; nor 
is this all, for, taken in the literal Senſe, they 
as fully prove that our Saviour's Body was 
given, and his Blood ſhed, before he was fo 
much as apprehended, much leſs then was 
his Body given and his Blood ſhed ; and con- 
ſequently proving a great deal too much, they 
prove juſt nothing at all. As I think, there- 
fore, there is not any Grounds to believe the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, I need take 

no 


141 
no Notice of the following Canon, which 
enjoins the Adoration of the Euchariſt; for 
if one falls to the Ground, the other n 
of Courſe fink mu it. | ate23; 


4 Fs CairlaGon of. the. by a Cant of 
the fourth Seſſion, in regard to Abſolution, 
has ſomething curious and entertaining in it, I 
cannot help communicating it to the Reader: 
« But although the Abſolution of the Prieſt 
te is the Diſpenſation of a Benefit given by 
** another, yet it is not only a mere Miniſtra- 
** tion,” or the good Tidings of announcing 
or declaring that their Sins are . forgiven, 
e but as it were a judicial Act, in which 
Sentence is pronounced by him as by a 
Judge; and therefore the Penitent ought 
not ſo to ſooth himſelf with his own Faith, 
« if he has not a great deal of Contrition, 
or there ſhould be wanting in the Prieſt 
e an Inclination of a&:mg ſeriouſiy, or abſol- 
ing hm truly: He ought not, therefore, 
«© to think himſelf truly and before Gop ab- 
ſolved ſolely on Account of his own Faith; 
« for neither would Faith without Penitence 
« avail for any Remiſſion of his Sins, and he 
6 would be very negligent of his Salvation 
„Who ſhould know; that the Prieſt, ab- 
« ſolved him in Jet, and ſhould not diligeat- 
«by ſeek tor another acting more ſeriouſly. “ 


B Really, 


* Sum, Con, et Pont, 523, a, 6. 


20 
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Really, Sir, it is to me aftoniſhing, that a 
Man of Senſe and Ingenuity, as by your 
Manner of Writing you feem to be, ſhould 
ſo proſtitute his own Underſtanding, or en- 
deavour to impoſe upon that of others, as to 
recommend the Decifions of the Council of 
Trent, as a compleat and accurate Rule of 
Faith. T ſhould be glad, Sir, if you would 
anſwer the following Queries ariſing from the 
very extraordinary Canon above-cited. Is it 
cuſtomary with the Prieſts of your Church 


to jet with the Salvation of the People, and 


with her own Sacraments * ? 'So ſays the 
Council of Trent, which we muſt believe. 
Again, Sir, fuppoſe the Man ſhould die im- 
mediately after this jeſting Prieft had left 
him, and before one of a more ferious Turn 
could be procured, what becomes of the 
Man, muſt he be damned? I doubt ſo, ſince 
the the ſame Authority tells us he muſt not 
think himſelf truly, and before Gop abſolved. 
Once more, Sir, ſuppofing the Penitent never 
arrives at the Knowledge of this Prieſt's not 
intending to abſolve him truly, and fooths 
himſelf with the Hopes of being quite ſafe, 
and dies in this Perſuaſion, what mult. be- 
come of him then? What a Situation muſt 


he be in to find, when it is too late, that he 


was e wy in Jeſt, and not ſeriouſly 

45 ane 

* Abſolution is conſidered by the Council of Trent as Part of 
the Sacrament of Pennance. | 


[ 11 ] 


and truly? I will produce only one Inſtance 


more, out of Numbers which ſtill remain, 
of the Abſurdity of this t excellent Council, 
vi. the Decree touching the Invocation of 
Saints: The facred Synod; commands all 
« Biſhops and others, who have the Office 
« and Care of Teaching, that, according to 
* the Uſe of the Catholic and Apoſtolic 
Church, received from the earlieſt Times 
<« of the Chriſtian Religion, the Conſent of 
holy Fathers, and the Decrees of ſacred 
« Councils, they ſhould in the firſt Place di- 
« ligently inſtruct the Faithful concerning 
e the Interceſſion of Saints, the Invocation, 
** the Honour due to Reliques, and the lawful 
« Uſe of Images; teaching them that the 
« Saints reigning together with CHRIST, of- 
2 fer up their Prayers to Gop for Men; that 
it is right and uſeful humbly to invoke 
them, and to have Recourſe to their Pray- 
« ers, Help, and Aſſiſtance to obtain Bleſſings 
e from Gop through his Son JIEsus CHRIST 
ur LoRD, who is our fole Redeemer and 
Saviour; and that they hold impious Te- 
* nets, who deny that theSaints enjoying eter - 
nal Happineſs in Heaven are to be invoked; 
6 or ho aſſert that they do not pray for 
« Men, or that the Invocation of them to 
* pray for us is Idolatry, or is contrary to 
* the Word of God, or derogates from the 

B 2 « Honour 
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| 3 13 
« Honour of the one Mediator between Gop 


* and Man, CHRIST N 519 Can. 9 Sel ow 


The firſt Objection which [ would 6h 
to this Canon is, That, if we may believe 
the Writers of your own Church, this was 
not the Practice and Opinion of the Catho- 
lic and Apoſtolic Church from the earlieſt 
Times of the Chriſtian Religion; for Dupin 
tells us, that it was the Opinion of the Fa- 
thers of the three firſt Centuries, © That'the 


% Day of Judgment was at Hand; that the 
* Souls of Men untill that Day were neither 
e perfectly happy nor miſerable, though 


ce they underwent ſome Puniſhment before- 
« hand, or were at Reſt, according to the 
* Proportion of Good and: Evil they had 
* done in their Bodies *.” Now, Sir, I pre- 
ſume that all your departed Saints were Men, 


conſequently the Opinion of the Church 


concerning them was, That they would not 
receive their perfect Conſummation of Bliſs 
till the Day of judgment, therefore they 
were not yet admitted into Heaven, and on 
this Account could not, properly ſpeaking, 
according to the Doctrine delivered in this 
Canon, make Interceſſion for us. The ſe- 
cond Objection I have to offer againſt this 
Canon is, That it is directly contrary to 
Scrip- 


Sum. Con, et Pont. 597, a and 5 
* iſt Dp, p. 180, Fol, zd Edit, Engliſh, London, 1696. 
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Seripture. We are there told, That this 
„Man, becauſe he continueth for ever, hath 
an unchangeable Prieſthood, wherefore he 
«js able to fave them to tlie uttermoſt that 
come unto Gop by him, ſeeing he ever 

« liveth to make Intercefſion for them. 
Since this is the Caſe, what need we ſeek for 
any further Mediators, when there is one 
who is able to fave us to the uttermoſt ? 
And St. Paul expreſly tells us, That there 
« is one GoD'and one Mediator between Gon 
* and Men, the Man ChRTISTH JESUS“ 
From whence then is your Authority deri- 
ved for the Multitude of Mediators and In- 
terceſſors which you acknowledge? Why do 
you invoke them? Why do you pray to 
them? Why do you give them the Wor- 
ſhip which is due to Gop alone? 
As I think, Sir, that the Abſurdity and 
Weakneſs, as well as the manifeſt Contradic- 
tion to Scripture, contained in the Canons 
of that famous Council, whoſe Deciſions 
you recommend as 4 complete and accurate 
Rule of Faith, has been ſufficiently proved, I 
ſhall take my Leave of them; only aſſuring 
the Reader, that if he has Leiſure and In- 
clination to examine them, he will meet with 
many others, equally curious n equally: e- 
cellen⸗ 


F Heb. vii. 24, 25. ft r Tim. ii. 5. 


— 
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celleut, and I ſhall now return to make ſome. 
farther Obſervations upon your Hiſtory. 
Vou tell us then in many Parts of it, and 
particularly in, the 178th Page, That the 
« Pope's Supremacy had been , conſtantly 
« avowed by the Engliſb Nation ever. ſince 
« the had received Chriſtianity, thro' a Pe- 
«& riod of goo Years ; but that in Henry the 
« Eighth's Reign it was become High Trea- 
<«<.fon to acknowledge it, and another Head- 
« ſhip, with which all Antyquity was un- 
ce acquarnted, ſet up in it's Stead, and the 
« ſame Penalty inflicted on thoſe who refu- 
*« fed to ſubmit to it, as on Traitors and Fe- 
Ions.“ 


From this Paragraph, Sir, I ſhould be 
tempted to imagine that you had never read 
the Hiſtory of England yourſelf, or that you 
thought no one elſe ever had, or ever could 
poſſibly obtain 2 Sight of it, otherwile, ſure- 
ly, you would never have aſſerted ſo confi- 
dently what might be fo eaſily confuted, and 
what is fo plainly. contradicted in fo many 
ne of the Engh/h inan. 


re At the Gr Converſion of the Saxons to 
« Chriftianity by the Miniſtry of Auſtin, ſent 
« hither for that Purpoſe by Gregory I. Au- 
« fm prevailed upon the * Biſhops to 


meet 


[ 15s ] 

e meet him in a public Synod; where, as he 
« was carneftly preſſing them to ſubmit to the 
Pope, and carrying the Papal Prerogatives 
« to a great Height, Dinath, Abbot of Ban- 
0 gor, made him this Anſwer, You propoſe 
ec to us Obedience: to the Church of Rome, 
te are you ignorant that we already owe a De- 
reference to the Church of 'Gop, to the Bi- 
c thop of Rome, and to all Chriſtians, of 
« Love and Charity, which obliges us to en- 
« deavour, by all poſſible Means, to aſſiſt 
and do them all the Good we can? Other 
* Obedience than. this, ta bim you call Pape. 
« we tnow not of, and this we are always 
ready to pay: But for à Superior, what 
e Need have we to go %% far as Rome, 
* when we are govern'd, under God, by the 
<« Biſhop of Caerleon, who hath Authority 
© to take Care of our Churches and Spiri- 
<« tual Affairs?“ Here, Sir, is one plain 
Contradiction of the univerſal Acknowledge- 
ment of the Pope's Supremacy; but as ſome 
Writers of your Church have pretended that 
this Speech was forged ſince the Reforma- 
tion, I ſhall produce what I hope you will 
admit as unqueſtionable Authority, the Te- 
ſtimony of an Author of your own Perſuaſion, 
to prove that at this Time the Biſhop of Rome 
himſelf did not lay Claim to this univerſal 

Supremacy ; 

* it Rap. 68, a, Fol. 2d Edit. Londor, 1732. 
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Supremacy; Dupin, ſpeaking of St. Grege2 
ry, at that Time Biſhop of Rome, ſays, He 
« did often vigorouſly oppoſe the Title of 
« Univerſal Patriarch, which the: Patriarchs 
* of Conſtantinople aſſumed to themſelves: “ 
And Cave tells us that he call'd this Title 
proud, heretical, blaſphemous, antichriſtian, and 
iabolical; fo far were the Biſhops of Rome 
at that Time from claiming univerſal Supre- 
macy. But to proceed, à little farther in 
Hiſtory ; the whole Story of Wilfrid, Biſhop 
of York, and his Diſputes with the King, 
are too long to be inſerted here, ſuffice it 
therefore to ſay, he was deprived of his Bi- 
ſhopric, appealed to Rome, went there to 
proſecute his Appeal; the Cauſe was given 
in his Favour, and a Decree of the Pope iſ- 
ſued for his Reſtoration. With this Man- 
date he returns to England; and what was 
the Conſequence? Eg id, King of Nor- 
&* thumberland, paid ſo little Regard to this 
© Decree, that, after he had upbraided the 
% Biſhop for procuring it by Bribery, he put 
« him in Priſon, where he kept him a whole 
* Year +.” An admirable Proof of the an a g 
ac Id 8 upremacy / 


Let us now adyance a Holds futther in the 
Engliſb Hiſtory, and ſee what was the Situa- 
tion 

+ 5th Dup. 73. + ſt Rapin, p. 75. 


[7] 

tibn of Affairs under the Norman Conqueror. 
« He retained the Church, ſays Mr. Hume, 
in great Subjection, as well as his Lay Sub- 
« jects, and would allow none; of whatever 
« Character, to diſpute his Sovereign Will 
“and Pleaſure. He prohibited his Subjects 
« to acknowledge any one for Pope, whom 
« he himſelf had not previouſly received: 

"220 required that all Eccleſiaſtical Canons, 
« yoted in any Synod, ſhould firſt be laid be- 
« fors him, and ratified by his Authority; 
« even Bulls or Letters from Rome, before 
they were produced, muſt receive the ſame 
« Sanction ; and none of his Miniſters or Ba- 
* rons, whatever Offences they were guilty 
« of, muſt be ſubjected to Spiritual Cenſures, 
« till he himſelf had given his Conſent to 
« their Excommunication. Theſe Regula- 
tions were worthy of a Sovereign, and Aap/ 
* united the Civil and Eccleſiaſticul Powers x. 
This, Sir, ſeems an Authority to which you 
cannot eaſily object, as you have more than 
once, in the Courſe of your own Hiſtory, 
quoted Mr. Hume as an impartial Hiſtorian; 
and I am ſure, if Words can be expreſs againſt 
the Pope's Supremacy, and in Favour of the 
King's, theſe are fo; for you ſee he would not 
ſo much as ſuffer them to frame Laws for 
the Government of the Church, and publiſh 


2 them, 
* iſt Hume, 276, Octavo, London, 1763. 
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them, till they had firſt received his Sandton. 
But leſt theſe Facts, though aſſerted by almoſt 
every Engliſh Hiſtorian, ſhould ſtill be deem- 
ed inſufficient, I ſhall produce two or three 
Vouchers for what I have aſſerted, from the 
Statutes, which cannot be falfified, and which 
will prove inconteſtably, that the Supremacy 
of the Pope was not, as you pretend, con- 


ſtantly avowed by the Engliſb Nation. 


To begin with that Statute which you 
yourſelf introduce Cardinal Pole as quoting, 
concerning the Rights of the Church, he tells 
us, That in the Grand Charter, which was 
e the Bond of the mutual Covenant between 
« Prince and People, and which was the Baſe 
«* of the Liberty and Property of the whole 
Body of the People, the Rights and Immu- 
< nities of the Church were ſecured by the 
« very firſt Article of this Bulwark of our 
« Conſtitution; that it had been ſolemnly 
« ſworn to by all our Kings, and had been 
always look'd on as a neceſſary Condition 
« to their Inauguration, and as corelative to 
« the Allegiance paid to their ſacred Perſons ; 
«* that his preſent Majeſty had taken on him 
« this Engagement in like Manner with his 
* Predeceffors: But tho' the Supremacy of the 
« See of Rome had been conſtantly avowed 
« by the Engliſb Nation, ever ſince ſhe had 

& receiy'd 
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ct receiv d Chriſtianity; thro' a Period of yoo. 
« Years, it was now become High Treaſon 
to acknowledge it.” [p. 178.] : 


From this artful Tranſition of the Cardi- 
al's, I think any one would be led to imagine 
that the Pope's Supremacy was acknowledg- 
ed, totidem Verbis, in the Grand Charter, or 
at leaſt that it was fairly and clearly deducible 
from thence : But let us hear the Charter 
ſpeaking for itſelf, and we ſhall find a different 
Language in it, and, I think, it will appear 
plainly to aſſert the Royal Supremacy. ** Hen- 
* 7y, by the Grace of Gor, King of Eng- 
& nd, ©c. To all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, c. 
* Know ye that we, unto the Honour of 
Go, Almighty Gop, and for the Salvation 
* of the Souls: of our Progenitors and Suc- 
* ceſſors, Kings of England, to the Advance- 
* ment of Holy Church, and Amendment of 
<* our Realm, of our meer and free Will have 
<< given and granted to all Archbiſhops, Sc. 
„and to all free Men of our Realm, theſe Li- 
<* berties following, to be kept in our King- 
*« dom of England for ever. Firſt, we have 
** granted unto Gop, and by this our pre- 
* ſent Charter have confirmed for us and 
* our Heirs for ever, That the Church of 


* England ſhall be free, and ſhall have all her 
C4: « whole 


** Coke, theſe Words are not inſerted to make 


1 2% | 
« whole Rights and Liberties inviolable#.” 
Here, Sir, you will be pleaſed to obſerve, 
that every Right the Church enjoys, flows 
from the King, of bis mcer and free Will; and. 
it ſeems very ſtrange that ſhe ſhould derive all 
her Rights and Privileges from a Perſon who 
had no Juriſdiction at all over her. And 
my Lord Coke, in' his Comment on this firſt 
Chapter, That the Church of England ſhould 
be free, ſays, * That is, that all Eccleſiaſtical 
&« Perſons within the Realm, their Poſſeſſions 
« and Goods, ſhall be freed from all unjuſt 
« Vexations and Oppreſſions, but notwith- 
te ſtanding ſhould yield all lawful Duties, ei- 
ce ther to the King or any of his Subjeels; and 


% enjoy their Liberties ; that is, ſays he, only 


% ſuch as of Right they had before, Jura 
% Kcelefie publicts equiparanigr. The Rights 


of the Church are fimilar and conlonant 


e to the Laws of the Land. Every Arch- 
te biſhoprie and Biſhopric in England are of 
« the King's Foundation, and holden of the 
„King per Baroxiam ||.” It ſeems ſtrange- 
ly unreaſonable that a Founder ſhould have 
no Juriſdiction over what he eſtabliſhes. 
Theſe Liberties are to be held from us and our 
Heirs for ever. In this Place, ſays my Lord 


1 


* Magna Charta Preamb. et Ch. 1. Statutes at large, p. 2. 


London, 1734. 
I Second Inſt. p. 3. London, 1669. 
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te a legal Tenure of the King, but to inti- 
tc mate that a// Liberties were at the firſt de- 
cc rived from the Crown*.” No Exception 
here for Eccleſiaſtical Liberties; from whence 
I think, Sir, I may very fairly draw this Con- 
cluſion, If all Ecclefiaſtical as well as Civil 
Liberties were originally derived from the 
Crown, the Church was dependent upon the 
Crown, and the Crown was, in our original 
Conſtitution, the Head of the Church. But 
all Eccleſiaſtical Liberties (as appears from 
what has been above ſaid) were ſo derived, 
therefore the Crown was originally the Head 
of the Church. But if farther Proof is want- 
ing, the Numbers of Statutes, fo frequently 
enacted againſt diverſe unwarrantable Impo- 
ſitions and Uſurpations of the Pope, demon- 
ſtrate beyond any Poſſibility of Doubt, that 
his Supremacy was not acknowledged as 
you pretend. For Inſtance; the Statute of 
the 35th of Edward I. Ch. 1ſt, ad, and 3d, 
againſt the Subſidies and Taxes impoſed 
by the Pope on the Clergy, and againſt 
their remitting the Sums demanded of 
them, the 25th of Edward III. Ch. 22d, 
againſt purchaſing Proviſions from Rome, 
to hold Abbies, 13 Richard II. Ch. ad, and 
many others too tedious to nfention, all ma- 
nifeſtly prove the Denial of the Pope's Supre- 

macy; 


* Second Inſt, p. 5. 
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22 
macy; for it is an abſolute Contradiction to 
acknowledge his Supremacy and deny him 
the Exerciſe of his Power. This Point then 
of the Pope's Supremacy being, I think, 
clearly proved, contrary to the Cuſtom, the 


Conſtitution, and Laws of England, let us 


examine it a little further, and I fancy we 
ſhall find as little Foundation for it either in 
Reaſon or Scripture : Upon the Foot of Rea- 
fon, I think, the Arguments which Cardinal 
Pole has furniſhed us with, and which he at- 
tributes to Cromwell, are extremely conclu- 
ſive. To whom could the Title of Head 
of a Kingdom ſo properly belong as to the 
« King? That two Heads in the ſame State 
« are a Prodigy, the Fiction of Prieftcraft, 
« to ſubtract the Clergy from the Juriſdiction 
of the Prince. That Henry, therefore, 
« ſhould reinſtate himſelf in what they had 
« fraudulently uſurped, and by this Means 
«« add a new Luſtre to the Crown, and be 
« King in a far more extenſive Senſe than 
« his Forefathers; that no Treaſon could be 
5 higher or more injurious to his Perſon and 
« Prerogative, than to acknowledge his Au- 
« thority in a foreign Power, he had conſe- 


« quently nothing more to do, but to affert a 


« Claim inherent to the Royal Dignity, and 
« thus eſtabliſh a Reputation ſuperior to the 


“Kings his Predeceſſors, and leave a laſting 
cc Mo- 


[ 23 ] | 
«© Monument of his own Wiſdom*.“ Whe- 
ther or no this was Cromwe/l's Advice to the 
King, muſt reſt upon the Authority of Car- 
dinal Pole's Apology to the Emperor, for you 
quote no other for it, and in neither Hume 
nor Rapin appear the leaſt Traces of this 


long Converſation ; but ſuppoſing it to be ſo, 
it was Advice worthy of an able and loyal 


Miniſter, one who had the Honour of his 
King and the Good of his Country at Heart, 
and which will remain, as long as Reaſon ſhall 
prevail over Abſurdity, a laſting Monument 
of his Wiſdom; for can any Thing be ima- 
gined more abſurd than for one Part of a Mo- 
narch's Subjects to diſobey his Commands 
under Pretence of Obedience to a foreign 
Power, and by this Means, whenever diſcon- 
tented or diſpleaſed by any Meaſures, to have 
a Cloak always ready to cover Treaſon and 
Rebellion? So monſtrous a Power, ſo contra- 
dictory to common Senſe, could only be eſta- 
bliſhed by the Countenance and Aſſiſtance of 
artful and deſigning Men, to prevent them- 
ſelves from being, on any Account, amena- 
ble to public Juſtice. We have ſeen how con- 
trary to Reaſon the Pope's aſſerted Supremacy 
appears, and upon Examination, I believe, we 
ſhall find it is founded on no Part of Scrip- 
ture. The only Place which I know of that 
is ever pretended for it, at leaſt the Text 


which 
P. 76, 


SS EH 
which you have choſe to ſupport it, is the 
19th Verſe of the 16th Chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, where our Saviour ſays to St. Peter, 
« That he will give unto him the Keys of 
« the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatſoever 
ec he ſhould bind on Earth, ſhould be bound 
in Heaven, and whatſoever he ſhould looſe 
« on Earth, ſhould be looſed in Heaven.” 

Now, Sir, ſuppoſing that it was our Saviour's 

Intention by theſe Words to give St. Peter 
a Supremacy over the other Apoſtles, yet 
there is not a ſingle Syllable of this Grant ex- 
tending to all his Succeſſors: But that our 
bleſſed LoxD had no ſuch Deſign, appears to 
me extremely clear from his Deciſron, when 

they conteſted for the Superiority, which was 

| poſterior in Point of Time to this Promife 

4 made to St. Peter, ſee Mark x. 42, 43, 44, 
and Luke xxii. 25, 26. You tell us, Sir, that 
St. Peter pre/ided in the firſt Council at Jeru- 

falem. I have read the whole Chapter you 

i quote as yourAuthority, viz. I 5th of the As, 

18 14 and I find no ſuch Thing in it. After there 

1 had been Debates, Peter roſe up and ſpoke, 

| and gave his Opinion; and I think the Pre- 

_ ſumption rather appears ſtronger in Fayour 
of St. James preſiding there; for I am ſure he 
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| 1 ſpeaks with much more Authority, my Sen- 
1 tence is, Cc. Ads xv. 19, and immediately 
With after the Council cloſes in with this Sentence, 
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E73 
and the Difpatehes are ſent accordingly to the 
Gentiles by Paul and Barnabas." And it 
ſeerns fomething obſervable too, that this 
pretended Primacy is no where acknowledg- 
ed by the Apoſtles themſelves ; nay, ſo far 
from it, that St. Paul ſays of himſelf, In 
*© nothing am I behind the very chiefeſt A po- 
ce ſtles,“ 2 Cor. xii. 11. And in another Place 
he tells us, that when Peter was come to An- 
tioch he withſtood him to the F ace, becauſe 
he was to be blamed, Gal. ii. 11. A plain 
Proof this, that he did not look upon him as 
the Vicar of JIEsus CHRIST, to whom he 
was to pay Obedience in all Things. Ha- 
ving, I hope, ſufficiently proved that this 
Doctrine, which you labour ſo much to eſta- 
bliſh, of the Pope's conflantly avowed'Supre- 
macy, has no Foundation either in Hiſtory, 
Reaſon, or Scripture, I ſhall now conſider 
ſome Paſſages of your Hiſtory, in regard 
to the Divorce, to Anna Boleyn, &c. And 
here, Sir, by the Way, give me Leave to ob- 
ſerve to you, and wiſh you would reffect your- 
ſelf, how ſtrangely Prejudice and Partiality, 
in Favour of a particular Tenet, has biaſs'd 
your Judgment : After having ſpoke of that 
Tranſaction in the moſt opprobrious Terms, 
theConclufion of your Reflections upon it runs 
thus, And that nothing might be wanting 
eto give the Iniquity of the whole Pro- 
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« ceeding every Aggravation it admitted of, 
« which Henry always took Care ſhould be 
« the Characteriſtic of his Tranſgreſſions, 
e the impious Farce of Conſcience was 
c a&ed, and the Fear of an offended Gop 
« pretended as the Motive of an Action, 77 
c which all Laws, Human and Divine, were 
e viv/ated.” Having ſaid this, you begin your 
next Paragraph, with telling us, That the 
« Scandal of this Event was quite ſunk in the 
te immediate Conſequence of i it, the renoun- 
te cing the Pope's Supremacy, and ſeparating 
« from the Catholic Church.” [p. 112.] 


Here, Sir, I hope you wil "97 me if I 
ſay your Zeal has tranſported you ſo far as to 
make you write abſolute Nonſenſe ; for it is 
1mpoſſible the Scandal of any Action can be 
ſunk in the Offence given by another, unleſs 
the latter is worſe; and how any Action can 


be worſe than the Violation of 40 Laws, Hu- 
man and Divine, 1 own I am at a Loſs to diſ- 


cover, and ſhall therefore leave to you the ar- 


duous Taſk of ſolving this Difficulty. 


To proceed now to Henry and the Divorce. 
Though it is impoſſible to vindicate Henry's 
Conduct in every Particular, as in many Re- 
ſpects he was extremely culpable, yet in this 
Affair of the Divorce, even if we admit him to 

be 


1 


be in the Wrong, yet it ſeems by no Means to 


deſerve the infamous Character you have given 
of it. Hiſtorians, in general, agree that his 
Father, through a Principle of Avarice, had 
contracted him to the Princeſs Catherine, (the 
Pope's Diſpenſation 'being previouſly obtain- 
ed) though at the Time Warham, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, told him it was contrary to the 
Law of God, which the Pope had no Power 
to diſpenſe with. In Conſequence of this his 
Father caus'd him, the very Day he was of 
Age, to enter a formalProteſt againſt the Mar- 


riage, and Sir his Death-Bed charged him ne- 


ver to compleat it. When he came to the 
Crown, and the Marriage came in Queſtion, 
whether he ſhould or ſhould not accompliſh 
it, the Archbiſhop ſtill perſiſted uniformly 
in oppoſing it; but Fox, Biſhop of Min- 
cheſter, ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon the Pope's 
Diſpenſation, and the unlimited Power of 
CurisT's Vicar ; but this would have been 
inſufficient, had he not ſubjoin'd other Rea- 
ſons of State, which induced the King and 
Council to compleat the Marriage: And 
tho', as Mr. Hume ſays, © Henry's Youth 
and Diſſipation kept him, during ſome 
* Time, from entertaining any Scruples with 
* regard to the Meaſures he had embraced, 
e there happened Incidents ſufficient to rouſe 
* his Attention, and to inform him of the 


3 © Sen- 
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«« Sentiments generally entertained on that 
* Subject *.“ The Emperor, though after- 
wards he ſo warmly oppoſed the Divorce, 
and eſpouſed the Cauſe of Catherine, yet, 
by the Advice of the States of Caſtile, had 
declined to marry the Princeſs Mary; and, 
among other Objections, the legitimate Birth 
of the Princeſs had been inſiſted on. 


Thus, Sir, you ſee that others entertained 
Doubts of the Legality of the Marriage, and 
they too were Perſons, the Honour of whote 
Fanuly was concerned in aſſerting the V ali- 
dity of it; and therefore the Proſecution of a 
Divorce from a Marriage, the Legality of 
which was doubted by others, as well as the 
Party concerned, ought not to. be branded as 
a Breach of a Laws, both Human and Divine, 
That the King might purſue this Affair with 
greater Earneſtneſs, on Account of his Aﬀec- 
tion for Ann Boleyn, is not to be denied; but 
that it took its Riſe from thence is not to be 
ſuppoſed, ſince almoſt all the Hiſtorians 

agree that ſhe did not return to England till 
a Twelvemonth after the firſt moving of _ 
Divorce. 


Having thus endeavoured to ſhew that Hen- 
ry was not ſo extremely blameable in this Af- 
6 fair 


* ath Hume, 84. 
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fair as you have. repreſented him, I cannot 
paſs over in Silence your groundleſs Calum- 
nies againſt that unfortunate, injured, and 
innocent Princeſs, and her whole Family; 
for, not ſatisfied with vilifying her, (as we 
ſhall ſee hereafter) you have inſerted (indeed 
you quote your Cardinal for it) that idle 
Story of the King's having ſeduced her Siſter, 
and you fay he aſſerts it as a known Truth; 
&« and had ſuch an Imputation been Slander, 
* or eyen of doubtful Report, it would have 
* been utterly unworthy and inconſiſtent 
cc with his Character who relates it, and mult 
C have raiſed the. Clamours not only of the 
« Engliſh, but of all Foreigners againſt him” 
« p. 61]. Now, Sir, not to mention that 
this Aſſertion of Pole's might be known only 
to the King, to whom you tell us this Trea- 
tiſe was ſent by one of Po/ez's Gentlemen, and 
he had too much Senſe to divulge it to the 
Prejudice of the Queen's Siſter, and there- 
fore neither Engliſb nor Foreigners could 
poſſibly blame him for it: Yet it ſeems very 
extraordinary that no Hiſtorian of Credit 
ſhould mention this Circumſtance, unleſs to 
deny it, as Burnet and Rapin have both done, 
and Hume has not one ſingle Syllable in Rela- 
tion to it: It is only to be found in Pole and 
Sanders; where, to uſe your own Expreſſions, 


* no Circumſtance has been overlooked ; 
« where 


. 
« where every Aggravation, which regards 
« this Article, is ſet forth in all its Iniquity, 
* and heightened with all the Colouring that 
& Indignation and Eloquence can give” ¶ p. 62]; 
or, to ſpeak more properly in Biſhop Burnet's 
Phraſe, with all that Rancour and Malice 
which take their Riſe from Bigotry and blind 
Zeal. To theſe Principles mutt be attributed 


| i the Calumnies with which you have loaded 
„ the Memory of the Queen herfelf, for which 


4 there is as little Foundation as for many other 
Things you have thought proper to aſſert. 
Not to quote the whole of the Character 
which you have given her, F ſhall content 
myſelf with taking Notice of what you tell 
us in regard to her Execution and Confine- 
11 ment: Her Fate, you ſay, was conſidered 
. * not merely as a Puniſhment, but as a divine 
1 i « Judgment, and the Crowd that throng'd to 
1 « the Place of Execution gazed on her with 
188 „ Unconcern,. as a Shew they came to be 
| 5 | « Spectators of, but in which they took no 
1 « Part” [p. 124]. Strange this! that in a 
a | few Days the Minds of Men ſhould be ſo 
1 changed in regard to her; for Mr. Hume tells 
11 us, that at her Trial the Spectators could not 
VA forbear pronouncing her entirely innocent. 
You tell us too that, during her Confine- 
ment, her broken Speeches and her whole 


Behaviour betrayed a wild and diſordered 
&« Mind, 
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e Mind, and all the Dread of approaching 
« Death, without any Senſe of the Guilt 
« which had occaſioned it; and that, when 
ce ſhe came to the Scaffold, preſerving a De- 
« cency ſhe had been unmindful of on more 
important Occaſions, ſhe drew her Gar- 
ments below her Feet, and received a 
« Stroke, which finiſhed a Life of Levity, 
« Error, and Lewdneſs” [p. 125]. For this 
Account we have the Authority of Mr. Phit- 
lips, and it is erroneous in almoſt every Par- 
ticular, as will appear from the Letter wrote 
by Sir William King ſton, Conſtable of the 
Tower, to Cromwell. þ 


8 &. | | 1 
7 HIS ſhall be to advertiſe you that I have 
received your Letter, wherem you would 
have Strangers conveyed out of the Tower, 
and ſs they be, by the Means of Richard Gre- 
ſham, William Loke, and Withepole; Sur 
the Number of Strangers paſt not thirty, and 
not many hothe {other}; and the Ambaſſador 
of the Emperor had a Servant there, and ho- 
neſtly put out. Sir, if we have not an Hour 
certain, as it may be known in London, T think 
Bere will be but few; and I think a reaſonable 
Number were beſt, for I ſuppoſe ſhe will d. 
clare herſelf to be a good Woman, jor all Men 
but the King, at re Hour bd ber Death ; jor 
7/18 
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this Morning fhe ſent for me, that I might 
be with her at ſuch Time as fhe received the 
good Lord, to the Intent that ] ſhould hear her 
ſpeak as touching her Innocency always to be 
clear. And in the writing of this ſhe ſent for 
me, and at my Coming ſhe ſaid, My. Kingſton, 
J hear I ſhall not die afore Noon, and I am 
very forry therefore, for I thought to be dead 
by this Time, and paſt my Pain. I told her it 
Should be no Pain, it was ſo little. And then 
ſhe faid, I heard jay the Exetutioner was very 
good, and I have a little Neck, and put her 
Hands about it, laughing heartily. I have 
feen many Men and alſo Women executed, and 
that they have been in great Sorrow, and to 
my Knowledge this Lady has much Joy and 
Pleaſure in Death. Sir, her Almoner is con- 
tineally with her, and had been fince Two 
0 Cloch after Midnight. This is the Effect of 
any Thing here at this Ry and road fare 


you well, * 


Fine we find there was an Order ſent from 
Cromwell to prevent Strangers being admit- 
ted into the Tower; in Conſequence of which 
thoſe who had entered, to the Number of 
thirty, were turned out. Where then is 
Mr. Phillips's Crowd who throng'd to her Ex- 
ecution ? Sir William en tells us that, 

the 


* if Rapin, 311. 


El 
the Morning of her Execution, ſhe ſent for 
him to be preſent at her receiving the Sacra- 
ment, and at that ſolemn Office to hear her 
declare her Innocency. How hardened muſt 
we ſuppoſe her, to imagine that in ſo ſolemn 
a Manner, and under ſuch Circumſtances, 
ſhe would declare a Falſhood ? He tells us 
further, That he had ſeen many Perſons exe- 
cuted, who betrayed Concern at their Death; 
but that ſhe, 70 his Knowledge, had much Foy 
and Pleaſure in' Death. No Account here 
of broken Speeches, of a wild and diſordered 
Mind, and all the Dread of approaching 
Death; which then ſhall we credit, Mr. Ph1i/- 
lipss Account, taken (as he ſays) from Gra- 
tiani, a Romiſh Biſhop, or Sir William King- 
flon's, an Eye- Witneſs of her whole Conduct: 
Certainly every ſenſible and impartial Man 
will believe the latter. With reſpect to her 
general Character, her whole Conduct might 
not be ſtrictly defenſible; her Education in 
the Court of France might have given her a 
Gaiety inconſiſtent with the Manners of the 
Engliſh Nation; but Rapin, Burnet, Hume, 
who mention this Circumſtance, all concur 
in pronouncing her guiltleſs. Hume tells us 
© the Innocence of this unfortunate Queen 
« cannot reaſonably be called in Queſtion : 
« Henry himſelf, in the Violence of his Rage, 
* knew not whom to accuſe as her Lover; 
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1h « and though he imputed Guilt to her Bro- 
438 « ther and four Perſons more, he was able 
[ | |: e to bring Proof againſt none of them. The 
[ 0 | «© whole Tenor of her Conduct forbids us to 
* « aſcribe to her an abandoned Character, 
* 5 ſuch as is implied in the King's Accuſa- 


1 « tion; and had ſhe been fo loſt to all Pru- 
1 « dence and Senſe of Shame, ſhe muſt have 
« expoſed herſelf to Detection, and afforded 


is « her Enemies the cleareſt Evidence againſt 
þ « her: But the King made the moſt effectual 
8 « Apology for her, by marrying Jane Sey- 
1 ce nour the very Day after her Execution.” * 
1 Before I entirely quit this Subject, as you 
. quote Sanders for one of your Authorities 
1 i againſt this unfortunate Queen, I cannot help 
1 mentioning that his Partiality was ſo great, 
| bl or, to ſpeak plainer, his Malice was fo inve- 
1 | terate againſt her, that he has painted her 
v8 Body as deformed as her Mind ; whereas it 
Wi! is notorious to every one that ſhe was gene- 
hi | rally allowed to have been very handſome : 
| 1 i Nor can it poſſibly be believed that Henry 
1 | would otherwiſe ever have thought of railing 
| M4 N her to his Bed and Throne. 
. Your Character of Cromwell ſeems equal- 
Wl. ly extraordinary with that you have given us 
1 | of 
ll ö N | * 4th Hume, 176. 
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of the Queen. You tell us that he Was“ irre- 
ce ſtrained by any Principle, Human or Divine, 
« and the brutal Savageneſs of his Mind being 
« equal to his vile Extraction, he was alike 
« qualified to plan and execute his Prince's 
e worſt Deſigns” [p. 164]. Now, Sir, as 
you have quoted no Authority to prove this, 
you will excuſe us if we do not haſtily give 
Credit to it upon your bare Aſſertion, eſpe- 
cially fince a moſt inveterate Hatred appears 
againſt him, whenever you have Occaſion to 
mention his Name. If we may believe 
Burnet, Rapin, Hume, he was not the Man 
you endeayour to repreſent him ; but I ſhall 
confine myſelf to the Authority of Mr. Hume, 
as I believe him wholly unprejudiced in Favour 
of the religious Tenets of any particular Sect 
whatever. He, ſpeaking of Cromwell, ſays, 
« He was a Man of Prudence, Induſtry, and 
« Ability, worthy of a better Maſter and a 
« better Fate. Tho' raiſed to the Summit 
of Power, from a very low Origin, he be- 
« trayed no. Inſolence, or Contempt of his 
c Inferiors, and was careful to remember all 
« the Obligations which, during his lower 
Fortune, he had owed to any one *. 
Gratitude and Humility, Sir, ſurely are na 
Marks of a brutal Savageneſs of Temper. 
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« and though he imputed Guilt to her Bro- 


« ther and four Perſons more, he was able 

< to bring Proof againſt none of them. The 
«© whole Tenor of her Conduct forbids us to 
« aſcribe to her an abandoned Character, 


&« ſuch as is implied in the King's Accuſa- 
ce tion; and had ſhe been ſo loſt to all Pru- 
« dence and Senſe of Shame, ſhe muſt have 
« expoſed herſelf to Detection, and afforded 
« her Enemies the cleareſt Evidence againſt 
« her: But the King made the moſt effectual 
« Apology for her, by marrying Fane Sey- 
ce mour the very Day after her Execution.” * 


Before I entirely quit this Subject, as you 
quote Sanders for one of your Authorities 
againſt this unfortunate Queen, I cannot help 
mentioning that his Partiality was ſo great, 
or, to ſpeak plainer, his Malice was fo inve- 
terate againſt her, that he has painted her 
Body as deformed as her Mind ; whereas it 
is notorious to every one that ſhe was gene- 
rally allowed to have been very handſome: 
Nor can it poſſibly be believed that Henry 
would otherwiſe ever have thought of raiſing 
her to his Bed and Throne. 


Your Character of Cromwell ſeems equal- 
ly extraordinary with that you have given us 
| of 
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of the Queen. You tell us that he was « irre- 
« ſtrained.by any Principle, Human or Divine, 
« and the brutal Savageneſs of his Mind being 
« equal to his vile Extraction, he was alike 
« qualified to plan and execute his Prince's 
« worſt Deſigns” [p. 164]. Now, Sir, as 
you have quoted no Authority to prove this, 
you will excuſe us if we do not haſtily give 
Credit to it upon your bare Aſſertion, eſpe- 
cially ſince a moſt inveterate Hatred appears 
againſt him, whenever you have Occaſion to 
mention his Name. If we may believe 
Burnet, Rapin, Hume, he was not the Man 
you endeayour to repreſent him ; but I ſhall 
confine myſelf to the Authority of Mr. Hume, 
as I believe him wholly unprejudiced in Favour 
of the religious Tenets of any particular Sect 
whatever. He, ſpeaking of Cromwell, ſays, 
« He was a Man of Prudence, Induſtry, and 
« Ability, worthy of a better Maſter and a 
« better Fate. Tho' raiſed to the Summit 
« of Power, from a very low Origin, he be- 
« trayed no Inſolence, or Contempt of his 
ce Inferiors, and was careful to remember all 
« the Obligations which, during his lower 
“Fortune, he had owed to any one *. — 
Gratitude and Humility, Sir, ſurely are na 
Marks of à brutal Savageneſs of Temper. 
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I come now, Sir, to conſider ſome Paſta. 
ges in the Life of your favourite Cardinal. 
In many Things he was undoubtedly wrong ; 
particularly in his pretended Embaſſy to the 
Emperor and the King of France. I call it 
pretended, becauſe I think no Subject of any 
Prince whatſoever can lawfully enter the 
Service of a foreign Prince, or appear in any 
public Character from him, without the 
Conſent of his natural Sovereign, but is at 
any Time liable to be recalled home, and is 
guilty of Treaſon if he refuſes to obey ; and 
therefore Pole (more particularly as he en- 
tered into the Service of his Sovereign's Ene- 
my the Pope) was juſtly outlawed and at- 
tainted; and for this Reaſon, Henry's De- 
mand, that he ſhould be delivered up by 
Francis, cannot be conſidered as a Violation 
of the Law of Nations. I call it too a pretend- 
ed Emoaſſy on another Account; for you 
tell us, That many Hiſtorians thought his 
Journey into Flanders only a Cloak te conceal 
his Deſign of fomenting the Rebellion at that 
Time raiſed againſt the King, and of uſurp- 
ing the Crown himſelf; it ſeems to me not 
to be a forced Conſequence, from the Cardi- 
nal's own Account of it, as quoted by you, 
that he had concerted the former Part of 


this Scheme at leaſt, and that he deſigned to 
avail 


EW i 
avail himſelf of thoſe Troubles to effect his 
Return into England. 


In the Letter which you have quoted, 
þ. 183, he ſays, I will not deny, but that 
« if Offices of Perſuaſion and Friendſhip 
« were of no Effect, I then adviſed them to 
« employ Threats, and to break off all Inter- 
« courſe and Communication with him: 
Nor had I Recourſe to this laſt Expe- 
c dient, till his Caſe was almoſt deſperate, 
« and then I applied it with the utmoſt Ha- 
e zard of my own Life.“ Conſcious, I ſup- 
poſe, that Henry would uſe all poflible Means 
to get into his Power a Perſon who deſerved 
to die as a Traitor to his King and Country, 
which this Letter proves him; for in it he 
confeſſes that he had endeavoured to excite 
the Emperor and Francis againſt his Sove- 
reign. In your 191ſt Page, you tell us, 
That the Legate being arrived at Placenta, 

e informed Contareni, that ſince the Perſon, 
„ho was employed to bring him Intelli- 
« pence, had left England, he had heard no- 
„ thing of the Meeting in the North, on 
* which, ſays he, every Thing depends.” 
Here we have, confeſſedly, all his Hopes cen- 
tered in a Rebellion. A little further on, he 
laments to Contareni the Trouble and Dan- 
ger of the Enterprize in which he is enga- 
ged, 


[39 } 
ged. The reſt of this Letter, you tell us, is 
wanting, and that we have Reaſon to regret 
the Loſs of it. I think fo too, Sir; for if 
you will allow me to conjecture as well as 
yourſelf, it would probably have given us a 
perfect Inſight into all the Cardinal's Schemes 
with regard to England. Not long after you 
tell us, That at Lyons he receiv'd the News 
« of the Defeat of the Inſurgents, in which 
e the Leaders had been taken Priſoners and 
« put to Death | p. 192]; and that this un- 
« expected Turn of Affairs diſconcerted all 
« the Legate's Meaſures with reſpe& to Eng- 


% /and.” p. 193. 


Here again, by the Suppreſſion of the Re- 
bellion, we find all his Meaſures fruſtrated. 
Can any one, Sir, deſire a plainer Proof than 
this, that his Intention in coming into Flan- 
ders was to take Advantage of the Confuſion 
occaſioned by thoſe Inſurrections, had they 
not been providentially diſappointed? But, 
leſt this Proof ſhould not be deemed ſuffici- 
ent, you have been kind enough to furniſh 
us with another, which, in my Opinion, 1s 
ſtill ſtronger. In the Cardinal's Letter to 
the Pope, in which he gives the Reaſons for 
his ſpeedy Return to Rome, and likewiſe for 
his longer Continuance 1n Flanders, The 


« Cauſe, ſays he, for which I undertook this 
« Jopr- 
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« Journey, is now become fo deſperate, as 
« not to deſerve the leaſt Riſque ſhould be 
e run for it; nor can your Holineſs be taxed 
« with Inconſiderateneſs in undertaking, or 
« with Levity in laying it aſide, ſince the 
« Difference of Circumſtances juſtifies both 
« Proceedings. Theſe Meaſures were con- 
« certed when the People of England were 
« jn Arms, and had Men of Birth and Abi- 
« lity to head them, and the Cauſe, on the 
* whole, promiſed Succeſs. That the Eu- 
« gliſb Miniſtry were under theſe Apprehen- 
« ſions is apparent from the Efforts they 
« made to hinder me from a nearer Ap- 
« proach ; but now the Inſurrection is quel- 
« Jed, and the Leaders put to Death. If 
« any Hopes yet remain, ſome Degree of 
« Security is neceſlary ro the Perſon who ts 
c fo revive them; which is ſo far from being 
« the Caſe, that I ſee nothing but Danger 
ce from all Parts, and therefore the Cenſure 
« will fall, not on my being recalled, but con- 
te tinuing where I am. This Conſideration 
« has ſtill more Weight, as I ſeem to be the 
* only Miniſter who can be charged with 
te ſuch a Negotiation ; and tho' that which I 
* am now engaged in has proved unſucceſs- 
ful, yet his Holineſs's Forecaſt would be 
acknowledged in ſending me af ſuch 4 
* Juncture, to a People diſpoſed as the En- 
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& gl then ſcemed ta be; tho' his Vigilance 
and Sagacity could not command Events, 
„ which were not in Man's Diſpoſal, but in 
« the good Pleaſure of the Almighty 5. 198 
and 199.] (May we ever acknowledge, as 
we ought, with Hearts full of Gratitude, 
the Goodneſs of Providence in defeating the 
Deſigns of the Pope and Cardinal.) But to 

return to the Reaſons the Cardinal aſſigns 
for his longer Stay. He ſays . That the Zeal 
* of all Well-wiſhers to the common Cauſe 
* of Chriſtianity ſhould be anſwerable to the 
« Obſtinacy of thoſe whe ſtrive to pervert 
« her received Doctrines, and rend for ever ſo 
& fair a Portion from the Communion of the 
Catholic Church; nor did it appear how 
* this Zeal could be more effectually exerted, 
* than by placing in their Sight one of their 
* own Nation, whole Reputation had always 
«© been unblemiſhed, and his religious Princi- 
« ples pure and unchanged ; whoſe Example 
« and Authority might have an Influeuce on 
te them, before the Remembrance of the Paths 
« they had forſaken was quite obliterated, 
& and all further Concern about them laid 
« aſide; and be ſuch a one as to ſhewy more 
« by Deeds than Speeches, that no Dangers 
% were capable of intimidating him, when 
© the Welfare of his Country was at Stake. 
« That the natural Effect of the —_ $ 20 
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© Proceedings was to exaſperate the Minds 
te of the People, and inſtrudt them in greater 

« Caution, as the Inſurrection had been ap- 
4 peaſed, firſt, by fair Words and Promiſes, 
« by which the Leaders were deceived, and 
« then put to Death; but that the ſame 
«© Wrongs ſtill ſubſiſted, and the ſame Incli- 
© nation to redreſs them; and if they had any 
Hopes in a Chief, Opportunities of aſſert- 
© ing their Rights could never be wanting in 
i the preſent Ferment. This Proſpect indeed 
15 might be diſtant, but ought ſtill to be kept 
* in View, and there was no Forbearance but 
* ſhould be ſubmitted to when ſuch a Point 
"© Was to be gained” [p. 199, 200], 


Let any one read this Letter over calmly 
and diſpaſſionately, not conſidering it as the 
Letter of Cardinal Pole, but of any other 
Perſon,” with Regard to any other Govern- 
ment, and then let him heſitate, if he can, 
to pronounce the Author guilty of Treaſon, 
intending to excite Rebellion, and to place 
himſelf as'2 Chief at the Head of the Male- 
contents. This, Sir, (admitting it to be a 
Fact, that Henry did ſet a Price on Pole's 
Head, as you term it) may be ſufficient to 
Juſtify him; he only offered a Reward for ſe- 
curing a Traitor and a Rebel; for it is very 
obſervable: that, in all the Places where you 

F mention 
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mention the intended Aſſaſſination of the Car- 
dinal, you quote no Authority for it but the 
Cardinal's Letters, and his Life, I ſuppoſe 
that wrote by Beccatelli You never tell us 
the Name of the Engli//bman who. came to 
him at Liege, and who decamped with fo 
much Precipitation the next Morning, ee 
p. 202]. You likewiſe conceal the Names of 
three Ealians at Viterbo, and the two Engliſh- 
men and the Italian at Capranica, [ P. 306]. 

I ſuppoſe, leſt, if you had given us any Names, 
by this Means the Facts might have come to 
have been controverted ; for you will excuſe 
me if I think that, could it os been clearly 
proved, it would have been Matter of too 
great Triumph to you not to have been ſet 
forth at full Length with all it's Authorites ; 
and it is extremely remarkable, that ſuch an 
Affair ſhould have eſcaped the Notice of moſt 
of our Hiſtorians, #4 leaſt all J have ſeen 
make no Mention of it) and be reſerved for 
Mr. Phillips s Diſcovery. Speaking of the In- 
ſtructions given to him on his Embaſſy to the 
Emperor 200 the King of France, after the 
Congreſs at Nice, you ſay, That as theſe In- 
ſtructions have a hoſtile Air with reſpect to 
Henry, it may ſeem extraordinary the Legate 
ſhould take upon him ſuch a Commiſſion, 
[. 242]. Not in the leaſt extraordinary, Sir, 
that he ſhould perſiſt in his former Conduct, 


and 


TY 
and that a Traitor ſhould continue to commit 
Treaſon. 


11 ſhall not enter into a long Detail of the 
Quarrel between Henry II. and Becket, tho 
I cannot wholly paſs it over in Silence, as it 
affords us ſo manifeſt a Proof of your Injuſtice 
and Partiality, in fo highly extolling the Pre- 
late and depreciating the Monarch. 


The. Sanctity of the er was ſo much 
doubted, even in that Age, that Rapin tells 
us, it was the Subject of a public Diſpute at 
Paris, about F ifty Years after his Death, 
whether he was in Heaven or in Hell. Now, 
Sir, tho“ you, by the Character you give him, 


and the Appellation of Saint with which you 


honour him, ſeem clearly of Opinion that he 
is in Heaven, I will leave this Diſpute unde- 
cided, as I think it is preſumptuous to deter- 
mine abſolutely concerning the future and 
eternal Condition of any one; and with re- 
ſpect to his Merits here upon Earth, (tho' I 
would not be underſtood to vindicate He 
Manner in which he loſt his Life); yet I think 
he certainly deſerv'd to die, by the Sentence of 
the Law, for Treaſon and Rebellion; and I 
make no Doubt but you yourſelf would pro- 
nounce the ſame Sentence, if you was to read 
the ſame Facts concerning the Grand Signor 


; F 2 | | and 
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and the Mufti of Conffantinople., With reſpect 
to the Monarch, you tell us, That, at his 
« Acceſſion, the whole Nation was in the ur- 
619% Conſternation leſt he ſhould: avail him- 
4 ſelf of tlie Title of Conqueſt, and ſet aſide 
« the Rights of the People, in Imitation of 
* the Founder of the Norman Line” p. 229.] 
Rapin tells us, It was with extreme Satie 
&« faction the Engliſh beheld on the Throne a 
« Prince deſcended, by his Mother, from their 
«antient Kings, and who gave the Crown a 
* brighter Luftre than everF.” You ſay fur- 
ther, „That the King was of a violent and 
et aſſuming Spirit, as the whole Tenor of his 
Life ſhews, and the Engl;/phad every Thing 
* to apprehend from the Effects of it. This 
« Temper hurried him into frequent Fren- 
« 'zies, of which Hiſtory has recorded ſtrange 
« Inſtances" [p. 229]. I have read over his 
Reign again both in Rapin and Hume, and 
am at a Loſs to diſcover this; the latter of 
Foe Authors ſays of him, “ That he was the 

c preateſt Prince of his Time for V ifdom, 
«Virtue, and Ability ; that his Character, 
& both in public and private Life, is alme/ 
te without a Blemiſh, and he ſeems to have 


10 poſſeſſed every Accompliſhment, both of 
% Body and Mind, which makes 'a Man 


46 Sicher eſtimable or amiabie. * How blind 
| then 


F ſt Rap, 223. ® It Hume, 496, 
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then muſt have been that Zeal, how ſtrange 
that Partiality, which has led you ſo to miſ- 
repreſent him ? The Truth is, — oppoſed the 
Uſurpations of the Church; but I doubt not 


that To Noble Lord, from whom the Public 


have long expected his Life, whoſe liberal 
Turn of Mind is fo well known, will do his 
Memory ample Juſtice, and. fully vindicate 
him from your bigotted Aſperſions. I can- 
not wholly take Leave of this Subject, with- 
out ſome Notice of the Paſſage you have quo- 
ted from Monteſquieu : The former Part of 
it muſt be allowed to be a little in Favour of 
your Sentiments; but had you attended to 
the latter, I think you would never have quo- 
ted it: This Barrier, ſays he, viz. the 
% Power of the Clergy, is always uſeful, 
« hen others are wanting; for as Deſpotiſm 
« cauſes the greateſt Ills to Human Nature, 
« on Evil itſelf which controuls it, becomes 
« a Bleſling.” You ſee, Sir, his Opinion of 
the Power of the Clergy is, That it is an Evil 
in itſelf, only-tolerable as a. Counterbalance 
to Deſpotiſm, and I think he might have juſtly 
called it a worſe Evil than Deſpotiſm itſelf, 
ſince it forges Chains for the Mind as well as 
the Body; and I believe there never was an 
Age, ſince the firſt Birth of Arts and Sciences, 
and the firſt Dawnings of Philoſophy, of ſuch 
groſs Ignorance and Barbariſm, as that in 
which 
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which Ecclcliaſtical Power Prevalled the 
moſt. 7 bol 28d ib, 43 
44 Slot all 21 (4737 1 941 t. 

1 1e admire” your Art and Addreſs in 
in ſoftening and apologizing for the En- 
eroachments of Papal Power, 275 238, 239, 
and 240]. You tell us, at their Au- 
ce thority of depoſing Kings, and giving away 
« Kingdoms, is no Part of the Doctrine of 
«the Catholic Church, that no Profeſſor 
e would be allowed to maintain it in thoſe 
« Countries which are moiſt attached to her 
«© Communion; and no Book ſuffered to ap- 
t pear in Public where it Was aſſerted. "op 
believe it is not now Part of their auowed 
Doctrine, ſince they well know how uſeleſs 
and inſignificant i it would be: But yet I doubt 
not, if it was poſlible, they would revive 
both the Doctrine and the Power in it's full 
Extent ; and tho” no BOOK might be ſuffered 
to appear in' Catholic Countries, which. Had 
a Tendency to eſtabliſh the Pope's Supre- 
maey; yet, in a Proteſtant Country, and by 
an Engliſhman,” we have lately ſeen a Book 
containing whole Pages in Vindication of it, 
and Cenſures of Henry VIII. for revolting 
from «Sy v. Mr. Philtips's) Life of Cardinal 
Pole. 


It 
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It ſeems ſurprizing to me, that you ſhould 
have recorded two ſuch Inſtances of Super- 
ſtition, as you have done in your favourite 
Cardinal and his Friend Bembo; the former, 
in his Return to Tah, viſits the fictitious Re- 
treat of Mary Magdalene; there he pours 
forth his Prayers for the declared Enemy of 
his Gop and himſelf (as he has before ſtiled 
Henry VIII.); but tells us, He felt not the 
« inward Comfort he deſired as a Pledge of 
« his Requeſt being granted; but rather 


« ſeem'd to hear a Voice which increaſed his 


« Affliction, and was the ſame which ſaid to 
« the Prophet, who was likewiſe ſupplica- 


« ting for his Sovereign, Why doſt thou lament 
* a Perſon whom ] have caſt of? * [p. 273]. 


Alas, poor Henry, thou hadit revolted from 
the Church, and even the Prayers of St. Re- 
ginald could avail thee nothing. | 


Proceed we now to Cardinal Bembo. The 
„Pope deſign'd to create him a Cardinal; 
* his Modeſty was on the Point of refuſing 
it; but going to Church, the Morning 


64 after he received the News, in order to aſl: 


ea ſuperior Direction in the Step he was to 
*© take, as he approached the Altar, the Prieſt 
* being come to thoſe Words of Jxsus 
„Cuxlsr to St. Peter, (which Name Bem- 
* © bo bore) Peter, Zollow-me, he took them as 


cc ad- 


| [48] 
ti addreſs d to himſelf, and no o Apples 
<«a'Dignity -which he had not fought, and 
* now interpreted it as the Will of Heaven he 
** ſhould accept” [p. 279]. A very fortunate 
Circumſtance -this, that he ſhould come in- 
to Church juſt at that Time: Now, ſuppo- 
ſing he had unluekily enter'd at that Verſe, 
The Lord turned and ſaid unto Peter, get 
tc thee behind me, Satan, for thou art an Of- 
« fence. unto me, I am of Opinion he 
would have forgot his Name of Peter; or, if 
he had obſerv d the Name, would have prayed 
for further Direction, and have /eem'd to hear 

a Voice, that he was not the Peter to whom 
the Rebuke was addreſſed, 


61 could wiſh; Sir, for the Sake of the IN 
dinal, you had omitted the Compariſon be- 
tween his Behaviour on the Death of his Mo- 
ther, and that of Tully on the Death of his 
Daughter, [p. 314, 315] as I by no Means 
think'it redounds fo greatly to his Honour as 
you would infinuate. Twlly's/ Concern for 
the Death of his Daughter was certainly very 
violent, and perhaps expreſſed with much 
more Strength of Paſſion than the Cardinal's 
Grief for the Loſs of his Mother; but, other- 
wiſe, their Bebaviour ſeems exactly the ſame, 
only that Tu/ly had no Opportunity of being 
better informed, the Cardinal either did we 

' ſhou 
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ſhould have known better; Tully enrolls his 
Daughter among the Tutelar Deities of 
Rome ; the Cardinal advances his Mother to 
be a Saint in Heaven; I am now, ſays he, 
& the Son of a Martyr” [p. 313]. And on 
his Secretary's being ſtruck with Horror at 
the Relation of her Death, Be of good 
© Courage, ſays the Cardinal, we have now 
% one Patron mote added to thoſe we already 
« had in Heaven” [p. 314]. Is it poſſible to 
produce two Inſtances of Behaviour more 
exactly parallel? 


In your 319th Page you ſpeak of the Cor- 
ruptions of the Church in the twelfth Cen- 
tury, and you tell us, The Diſorders had 
« ſince increaſed, and a celebrated Prelate of 
« the following Age being ordered by the 
e Pope to prepare the Matters, which were 
© to be diſcuſſed in the Council of Vienna, 
«* makes the Reformation of the Church, in 
© it's Head and Members, the Ground- work 
of this Undertaking :” And, p. 320, you tell 
its, That not one of theſe great Men, who 
* ſo earneſtly defired the Reformation of the 
Church, ever entertained a Thought of 
ce changing a fingle Article of her Faith, or 
e aboliſhing any Part of her Worſhip.” I 
am ſorry for it with all my Heart, for let any 
one read the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, and he 

By G wall 
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will find the Tenets as abſurd and as impious 
as their Conduct was looſe and abandoned: 
And indeed how ſhould it be otherwiſe; for, 
as our Saviour ſays, A corrupt Tree cannot 
bring forth good Fruit; no more can ſound 
Doctrine ſpring from vicious Morals, than the 
Stream can be wholeſome which flows from 
a poiſoned Fountain: And indeed they mu- 
tually operate upon each other ; for when our 
Morals are depraved, we naturally ſearch for 
Principles which will make us eaſy with our 
Vices; and when we have found any, which 
we think will anſwer the Purpoſe, they lull 
the Mind into a thoughtleſs Security, and we 
give ourſelves up, without Remorſe, to the 
Indulgence of our Paſſions. 


The further I read, the more excellent 
Entertainment, Sir, do you afford me; you 
tell us, p. 322, * That, to the Diſadvantages 
ce under which Chriſtianity then laboured, 
< the fifteenth Century had likewiſe the Miſ- 
* fortune to ſee moſt of the Popes, during 
« that Period, altogether unworthy the ſu- 

c preme Place they held, and their Court, in- 
e ſtead of giving that Example which the 
« World had a Right to expect from it, was 
{ infected with Vices, which, like a Torrent, 
* ſpread themſelves over all Nations.” What, 


Sir, the mfallible Succeſlors of St. Peter, the 
Vicars 


* 
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1 
Vicars of Jesus CHRIST, moſt of them, du- 
ring a whole Century, unworthy of their ſu- 
preme Places! their Court infected with 
Vices! Pray, Sir, tell me what became in 
the mean Time of their Holineſſes Infalli- 
bility ; for I think you will not deny Vice to 
be Error, and if they erred ſo much in 
Practice, I doubt at the ſame Time they 
made ſome few flight Deviations from the 
Truth, in Points of Faith and Doctrine. By 
allowing, therefore, their Viciouſneſs of Con- 
duct, you have yourſelf overthrown one main 
Pillar of your Church, their Infallibility, and 


thus betrayed the Cauſe you laboured fo re- 


nuouſly to ſupport, 


You ſeem highly to ridicule the Declara- 
tion of the Synod of Scrinia, that every one 
ſhould be allowed to believe as he thought 
proper; but if you will give yourſelf a Mo- 
ment's Time to conſider, you will not, per- 
haps, think it ſo very wild a Reſolution as 
you are pleaſed to call it; for it is really al- 
lowing no more than what they could not 
poſſibly prevent ; for tho' Racks, Gibbets, 
and Stakes may perhaps oblige a Man to diſ- 
own his real Opinion, or pretend to believe 
what he is by no Means convinced of; yet 
Faith, being an Act of the Mind, is not com- 
pellable by all the Tortures of the Inqui- 
ſition. G 2 Having 
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Having already, at the Beginning of this 
Letter, taken Notice of the Excellence of 
ſome (among many others equally admirable) 
of the Decifions of the Council of Trent, your 
compleat and accurate Rule of Faith, I ſhould 
wholly have paſſed over in Silence that Part 
of your Book, which relates to the Hiſtory 
of that Council, had not ſome extraordinary 
Reflections of Mr. Phillips's ſeemed to me 
worthy of ſome Obſervation. Having men- 
tioned Cardinal Pachecg's Propoſal of prohi- 
biting the Tranſlation of the Scriptures into 
modern Languages, you tell us, That the 
« prodigiqus Abuſe of the Word of Gon, 
« and the Licentiouſneſs with which every 
* one perverted it according to his own 
% Fancy, gave Occaſion for this Motion; 
te and though you will not take upon you to 
e decide on either Side of the Queſtion, yet 
e you will briefly propoſe what may be al- 
© ledged to juſtify the Reſtraint. And, firſt, 
« jn Times ſo diſtant from the Faith and 
te teachable Difpoſition of the primitive 
«« Chriſtians, it may perhaps not be expedi- 
« ent to put indifferently into the Hands of 
te all the World thoſe ſaered Oracles, of 


«* which Gop has given the Underſtanding 


te to pure Souls, and which the Ignorant, ac- 
* cording to St. Peter, wreſt to their own 


e Peſtruction. It may be further argued, 


« that 
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« that it is inherent to low Minds to under- 
« value what they have always before their 
« Eyes, and to reverence what is leſs obvi- 
« ous: That the wiſeſt Nations have always 
« removed the Myſteries of Religion from 
« the Approaches of the Vulgar; and Jxsus 
« CHRIST himſelf, who is the Wiſdom of 
« God, had ſo often ſpoke in Parables, to 
« canceal from groſs Underſtandings what 
« he deſigned to reveal in particular to his 
« Diſciples : That in the Old and New Te- 
« ſtament there are ſeveral Paſſages which 
« require great Attention, Knowledge, and 
« Sobriety of Thought, and which it were 
« better to leave in the learned Languages; 
« for otherwiſe they become a Means of Se- 
ce duction to carnal Men, who do not under- 
« ſtand the Things that are of Gor ; and to 
« proud and preſumptuous Spirits, who ima- 
« gine they underſtand what they are igno- 
« rant of” [p. 256, 357]. If the Abuſe of 
the Word of Gop, and the Perverſion of it 
from it's original Deſign, is a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for debarring Men from the Uſe of it, I 
think the firſt Perſons who ſhould be denied 
that Privilege ought to be the Pope and the 
College of Cardinals; for I am ſure no Abuſe 
can be more palpable, no Perverſion more 
groſs, than many Interpretations which they 
have put upon it, As to your Objection, 

That 
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That it is not expedient to put the Scriptures 
into the Hands of all Men, becauſe /ome have 
woreſted them to their own Deſtruction, it ap- 
pears to me inſufficient and inconcluſive, for 
the following Reaſons : Firſt, fince the ſame 
Argument would hold good againſt the Light 
of Reaſon, for there are many who pervert and 
abuſe that excellent Gift in themſelves, and en- 
deavour to corrupt it in others, and they per- 
vert it to their Deſtruction. Would you there- 
fore have Men in general deprived of Reaſon, 
becauſe it has been abuſed by ſome ? Surely 
not. Gop has given us certain Faculties, 
which, rightly employed, will conduct us to 
Happineſs; if perverted, will occaſion our 
Miſery. He has likewiſe vouchſafed us a 
written Revelation, which, if rightly attend- 
ed to, will make us wife unto Salvation; if not 
duly obſerved as a Rule of Life, but only ſtu- 
died in Support of {peculative Points, may 
endanger our Salvation : If therefore the Per- 
verſion of the one be a ſufficient Cauſe of 
it's Removal, with equal Force may it be 
urged againſt the Corruption of the other. 
Another Reaſon why this Argument does 
not ſeem to me concluſive, is, That had the 
Apoſtle thought this the proper Method of 
proceeding, he would have given Directions 
for it, when he mentions this Misfortune of 
ſome having wreſted the Scriptures to their 
OWN 
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own Deſtruction; but he is quite ſilent upon 
that Subject, leaves them entirely to their for- 
mer Liberty, and only admoniſhes them to 
beware of falling into the ſame Errors. 
Your Argument, That it is inherent in low 
Minds to undervalue what they have always 
before their Eyes, you muſt yourſelf allow to 
be fallacious; for otherwiſe what is it pre- 
ſerves their Veneration for your Images, 
which are the daily Objects of their Adora- 
tion? I preſume therefore the ſame Arts of 
Perſuaſion which are ſufficient to maintain 
their Veneration for the one, would be ſuffi- 
cient to preſerve their Reſpect for the other. 
But further, Sir, you tell us, That the wiſeſt 
Nations have always removed the Myſteries 
of Religion from the Approaches of the Vul- 
gar. By a Man who profeſſes himſelf a Chri- 
ſtian, I was ſurprized to find this Argument 
alledged ; for fince we allow of only two di- 
vine Revelations, it is from the Practice of 
their Profeſſors, and not from thoſe of falſe 
Religions, that we ought to argue. As for the 
Myſteries of Religion being removed from the 
Approaches of the Vulgar, it ſeems to me 
impoſſible but they muſt be always conceal- 
ed, not only from the Vulgar, but from the 
molt learned and refined Underſtandings; for 
by a Myſtery I underſtand a Truth immedi- 
ately revealed by Gop, which is above the 

Com- 


L 54 ] 
That it is not expedient to put the Scriptures 
into the Hands of all Men, becauſe ſome have 
wreſted them to their own Deſtruction, it ap- 
pears to me inſufficient and inconcluſive, for 
the following Reaſons: Firſt, ſince the ſame 
Argument would hold good againſt the Light 
of Reaſon, for there are many who pervert and 
abuſe that excellent Gift in themſelves, and en- 
deavour to corrupt it in others, and they per- 
vert it to their Deſtruction. Would you there- 
fore have Men in general deprived of Reaſon, 
becauſe it has been abuſed by ſome? Surely 
not. Gop has given us certain Faculties, 
which, rightly employed, will conduct us to 
Happineſs; if perverted, will occaſion our 
Miſery. He has likewiſe vouchſafed us a 
written Revelation, which, if rightly attend- 
ed to, will make us wife unto Salvation ; if not 
duly obſerved as a Rule of Life, but only ſtu- 
died in Support of {ſpeculative Points, may 
endanger our Salvation : If therefore the Per- 
verſion of the one be a ſufficient Cauſe of 
it's Removal, with equal Force may it be 
urged againſt the Corruption of the other. 
Another Reaſon why this Argument does 
not ſeem to me concluſive, is, That had the 
Apoſtle thought this the proper Method of 
proceeding, he would have given Directions 
for it, when he mentions this Misfortune of 
ſome having wreſted the Scriptures to their 


OWN 


L861 


own Deſtruction ; but he is quite filent upon 
that Subject, leaves them entirely to their for- 
mer Liberty, and only admoniſhes them to 
beware of falling into the fame Errors. 
Your Argument, That it is inherent in low 
Minds to undervalue what they have always 
before their Eyes, you muſt yourſelf allow to 
be fallacious ; for otherwiſe what is it pre- 
ſerves their Veneration for your Images, 
which are the daily Objects of their Adora- 
tion? I preſume therefore the ſame Arts of 
Perſuaſion which are ſufficient to maintain 
their Veneration for the one, would be ſuffi- 
cient to preſerve their Reſpect for the other. 
But further, Sir, you tell us, That the wiſeſt 
Nations have always removed the Myſteries 
of Religion from the Approaches of the Vul- 
gar. By a Man who profeſſes himſelf a Chri- 
ſtian, I was ſurprized to find this Argument - 
alledged ; for fince we allow of only two di- 
vine Revelations, it is from the Practice of 
their Profeſſors, and not from thoſe of falſe 
Religions, that we ought to argue. As for the 
Myſteries of Religion being removed from the 
Approaches of the Vulgar, it ſeems to me 
impoſſible but they muſt be always conceal- 
ed, not only from the Vulgar, but from the 
molt learned and refined Underſtandings; for 
by a Myſtery I underſtand a Truth immedi- 
ately revealed by Gop, which is above the 
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Comprehenſion of human Reaſon, and there- 


fore is not an Object of the Underſtanding, 
but of Faith; for if you can underſtand 


them, you can explain them; if you can 
explain them, at once they ceaſe to be 
Myſteries. There are ſeveral Paſſages, you 
fay, in the Old and New Teſtament, which 
require great Attention, Knowledge, and 
Sobriety of Thought, and which it were 


better to leave in the learned Languages ; 


for otherwiſe they become a Means of Se- 
duction to carnal Men. To this, Sir, 

anſwer, That the Practice of the Authors 
both of the Old and New Teſtament is againſt 
you, for they wrote in the vulgar and popu- 
lar Language of the Perſons to whom they 
addrefled themfelves; and that there are 
many Texts in the Old and New Teſtament, 
which expreſly contradict the Doctrine you 


would endeavour to eſtabliſh. For Inſtance; 


in the 6th Chapter of Deuteronomy, 6th and 
following Verſes; and ſtill more particularly 
in the 27th Chapter, 24 and 4d Verſes, It 
« ſhall be on the Day when you thall pas 
% over Jordan unto the Land which the 
© LoRD thy Gop giveth thee, that thou ſhalt 
« ſet thee up great Stones, and plaifter them 
« with Plaifter, and thou ſhalt write upon 
© them all the Words of this Law.” And 


not contented with this Order, he repeats it 
In 


1 


in the 8th Verſe, and ſays, * Thou ſhalt 
«© write upon tha Stones all the Words of this 
cc Law very plainly,” Obſerve, Sir, there is 
no Exception, all is to be wrote, and that tog 
plainky, that every one might read. And, in 
the New Teſtament, St. Paul, in his Epiſtle 
to the Romans, I 5th Chapter and Ath Verſe, 
ſays, * W batfrever Things were written afore- 
« time, were written for our Learning, that 
« we, through Patience and N of And 
* Scriptures, might. have Hope.“ 

again, in his ſecond Ep iſtle to 155 mathy, 10 
3d Chapter and the th Verſe, he fays, 
« All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
« Gop, and is profitable for Doctrine, for 
46 Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in 
% Righteouſneſs.” - Here again, Sir, you will 
be pleaſed to obſerve, there is no Exception 
of doubtful or difficult Paſſages, | nor any Ad- 
vice nor Injunction for the Sy; ppreiſion of 
them; nor do I find any in the other Parts 
of Scripture ; and the Concluſion which I 
would draw from hence is, That the W 
of all Scripture ought to be allowed. 


Your whole. Panegyric on the Cay of 
Trent, [ p. 422, &c. ] at the Concluſion of 
your Account of their Decrees, is too long for 
a Quotation : otherwiſe I would have preſent- 
ed it to the Reader ; I ſhall only ſay therefore, 
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in regard to it, that I am ſorry ſo excellent a 
Pen was not employed in a better Cauſe; for 
if ever there were Decrees contradictory to 
Scripture, Reaſon, and common Senſe, they 
are to be found in the Canons of that Coun- 
cil. Some of them, it muſt be acknowledged, 
are really excellent ; particularly the Canons 
againſt Non-reſidence, Pluralities, and Ne- 
glect of Duty in the Biſhops and inferior 
Clergy; and I hope I ſhall not be accuſed of 
being favourable to Popery, when I wiſh 
that theſe Canons, or ſomething ff. imilar to 


them, were adopted, and 1 (2 advered to, 


in our Church. 


As this Looks has already been inſenſibly 
extended beyond what I firſt deſign'd, I ſhall 
be as ſhort as the Circumſtances will per- 
mit me in my Obſervations on the ſecond 
Part of your Hiſtory, which I am now enter- 
ing upon. The firſt Thing which I ſhall take 
Notice of 1s the Cardinal's Letter to Queen 
Mary on her Acceſſion, and on his being ap- 
pointed Legate ; and here I ſhall only obſerye 
to what a Height he carries the Authority of 
the Pope or the Church; for as his Expreſ- 
ſion in the li Paſſage I ſhall quote is ſome- 
thing equivocal, I ſhall not take upon me to 
decide which he means: He tells us, That 


« Integrity and Religion had both been ba- 
«© niſhed, 


I 59 ] 
< niſhed, when the Obedience due to the Au- 
* thority eſtabliſhed by Jes8Us CHRIST was: 
« laid aſide z nor would be reſtored but with 
*« it” [2d Part, p. 5]. Here is a Divine 
Authority aſſerted for either Pope or Church, 


and is equally true of either. A little further 


he ſays, That he had ever known the 
«« Queen moſt grateful to Gop for his Mer- 
ce cies, and moiſt obſervant of his Laws, at 
« the Head of which was the Acknowledgment 
* of the Church's Authority” | p. 6]. Here, 
« Sir, is filial Obedience without Meaſure, 
and paternal or maternal Authority, apply it 
to Pope or Church which you will, exalted 
above every Duty, moral, ſocial, or religious. 
If he is not already enrolled in the Calendar 
of Saints, I hope ſome future Pope will have 
Gratitude ſufficient toggatify one who ſeems 
to have deſerved little leſs of the Holy See 
than Thomas a Becket. 


Vou tell us, Sir, That the Houſes declare 
the Validity of the Marriage between Hen- 
« ry and Catherine of Arragon, and repeal 
* whatever had been enacted: on a contrary 
« Suppoſition; they expreſs their higheſt Diſ- 
e approbation of Cranmer's Behaviour in that 
«« Proceeding, of which, indeed, they give many 
ce ſhameful Inflances” ¶ p. 18]. That an Act 
of Parliament to declare the Queen s Legiti- 
| x HK 2 mae 
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macy ſhould diſapprove of Cranmer's Procetd- 
ings in her Mother's Divorce, is not at All 
ſurprizing; but I wiſhed much to ſee what 
ſhameful Inſtances they eould produce of 
Cranmer's Conduct in that Affair, and for 
that Purpoſe ſearched two or three Editions 
of the Statutes at large; and, to my no (mall 
Mortification, could only find the Title of 
the Statute you refer to; I ſhould be glad, 

therefore, if you would inform me where 
vou got a Sight of theſe Reflections upon 


| Cranmer, or Whether they are only the Oft- 


* 


ſpring of your own Imagination. 


I ſhould have taken no further Notice of 
the Pope's Supremacy, having in the former 
Part of this Letter, as I think, ſufficiently 
diſproved his Title to it; but as Queen Ma- 
ry, in one of her Letters to the Cardinal, 
has treated of this Subject, and the Cardinal, 
in his Anſwer, has approved of herReaſoning 
as concluſive, I could not pay fo little Re- 
ſpect to theſe illuſtrious Perſonages as not to 
make a few Obſervations upon their Argu- 
ments. She tells the Cardinal, „That the 
Title in Debate does not agree with Kings, 
te as the Royal State in Spiritual Concerns is 
* ſubordinate to the Sacerdotal ; and the Ju- 
te riſdiction of the Body Politic being of a 
4 different Order from that of the Prieſthood, 

te their 


HO” 1 
« their Power, Dignity, and Futictiohs, were 
« diſtin” [g. 19]. The Cardinal, in his 
Anſwer, tells her, „That ſhe had reaſoned: 
« very well on the diſtinct Juriſdiction of the 
« Kingly Office and the Prieſthood, and had 
« rightly concluded the Incotigruity of her 
eon Sex for the latter; he ſhould therefore 
only add to what ſhe had remark'd, that if 
te the great Apoſtle forbids a Woman to 
cc teach in the Church, how abſurd and ini- 
« quitous mult it be to attribute to any one 
« of that Sex the Quality of Supteme Head 
e of it? If a Woman, according to the ſame 
« great Inſtructor of the Chriſtian World, 
&* cannot be ſaid to be the Head of one Man, 
ce to whom ſhe is joined in Marriage, becauſe 
<« the Law of Nature has inſtituted Society 
<* on a different Plan, both Human and Di- 
ce vine Inſtitutions forbid ſhe ſhould be the 
« Head of that numerous Multitude which 
* compoſe a national Church; that therefore 
« ſhe muſt reſign the Supremacy to that 
« Power, in which Gop had inveſted it.” 
« [þ. 23]. Having ſet before the Reader, 
Sir, theſe Arguments, let us now examine 
their Validity, and I flatter myſelf with being 
able to ſhew that they are by no Means con- 
cluſive: To begin with her Majeſty's, The 
Title in Debate, Cc. I believe there is no 
Inſtance before the Roman Pontiffs Aſ- 
ſumption 


ſumption of their Power in which the Inde- 
pendence, much leſs the Superiority, of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Power over the Civil was ever 
aſſerted, at leaſt I never heard or read of any, 
tho' I could produce Numbers in which the 
Superiority of the latter was aſſerted, and the 
Subordination of the former acknowledged; 
and many in which the Power and Dignity, 
ſo far from being conſider'd as diſtinct, have 
been united in the ſame Perſon : How often 
among the Romans did the Dictators and Em- 
perors enjoy the Office of Pontifex Maximus? 
Among the Jews latterly the ſame Perſon 
was very frequently King and High Prieſt, 
and Melchizegech, King of Salem, was alſo 
Prieſt of the Moſt High Gop. Here, Sir, 
I will reſt it, for I think there can want no 
additional Proof of the Union of the two 
Powers which her Majeſty contends ſo much 
for keeping diſtinct. To come now to the 
Cardinal, It a Woman, he ſays, according 
ce to St. Paul, cannot be ſaid to be the Head 
Of one Man, to whom ſhe is joined in Mar- 
<« riage, becauſe the Law of Nature has in- 
« ſtituted Society on a different Plan, both 
«© Human and Divine Inſtitutions forbid ſhe 
me ſhould be the Head of that numerous 
« Multitude which compoſe a National 
« Church.” Excellent Reaſoner ! An ad- 
mirable Specimen this of the Manner in 

which 


1 $3 3 
which the Cardinal applies Scripture | Pray, 
Sir, as I cannot apply to the Cardinal him- 
ſelf, will you be fo kind as to anſwer” me 
a Queſtion or two; By what Authority did 
the Queen ſo invert the Laws of Nature as 
to exerciſe Civil Juriſdiction over her Lay 
Subjects? for J am ſure this Text is full as 
ſtrong againſt her Civil as her Eccleſiaſtical 
Power: Or, were all her Lay Subjects Women, 
and ſo ſhe might exerciſe Authority over 
them? Tho' the Body of the Clergy was 
pretty numerous, yet I ſuppoſt the Number 
of Laymen greatly exceeded them; then 
how ſtrange was it for her to bear Rule over 
ſo many Men? 


« Several, you ſay, both of the Secular and 
«© Regular Clergy, had entered on a Marriage 
« State, which the Example of the Apoſtles, 
« the antient Uſage of the whole Weſtern 
« Church, the Councils and Canons, had 
« made unlawful to the former; and beſides 
ce the Obligation ariſing from theſe Heads, 
the moſt ſolemn Engagements had ren- 
«« dered utterly inconſiſtent with the Pro- 
« feſſion of the latter” [p. 58]. Now, Sir, 
as I have not any Hiſtory of the Apoſtles at 
preſent by me, I will not take upon me pe- 
remptorily to ſay how many of them were 
married, but I think I have ſomewhere read 
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that ſeveral of them were; but however. of 
this am very certain that your own great 
Biſhop St. Peter was married, as our Saviour 
work'd a Miracle for the Relief of his Wife's 


Mother; and tho' I own St. Paul, in ſome 


Places of his Epiſtles, ſeems to give the Pre- 
ference to a ſingle State, yet I cannot help 
believing that he meant it only as his Advice 
to the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, who, it 
was highly probable, would be called upon 
to ſuffer Perſecution and Martyrdom in the 
Cauſe of CHRIST; and that he never intended 
it as a particular Reſtraint to thoſe who were 
to preach the Goſpel, any more than others, 
is, I think, very plain from his giving Diręc- 
tions in his Epiſtle to Timothy concerning 
Biſhops and Deacons, and their Wives. That 
it was not the antient Uſage of the whole 
Weſtern Church, at leaſt not from the Apo- 


ſtles Time, is very clear from this Circum- 


ſtance, That St. Gregory's Fafher | was 
Grandſon, (as Dupin ſays): to Pope Felix the 
Second, therefore his Holineſs was either mar- 
ried or worſe *. And as it was at the very 
latter End of the fixth Century that St. Gre- 
gory flouriſhed, it may be ſuppoſed his Great 
Grandfather might reign about the latter 
End of the fifth Century, therefore it was a 
long Time before Celibacy was eſtabliſhed, 2 


* 5th Duin, 72. 


I will not tippoſs' the Pope would take à Li- 
berty he denied to others. As you ſeem to 
think ſome Things above the Reach of the 
Legiſlature, and that they ſhould have confi- 
dered whether an Act of Parliament could 
unconſecrate Churches, ſo J think there are 
ſome Things above the Authority of even 
Councils and Canons; in which Number the 
Celibacy of ſo numerous a Body of Men and 
Women as are profeſſed in the Romiſb Church, 

ſeems to me certainly included, ſince on many 
Accounts it is criminal. It is wrong with re- 
gard to their own Families, which, by this 
Means, they ſuffer to be extinguiſhed : It is 
injurious to the Public, which thereby loſes 
Numbers of uſeful Subjects: And it is a Vio- 
lation of the Law hed Na ature W in 
them. 


1 When the Legate arrived at Calais, we 
«are told, an Incident happened, which was 
« remarked by every one there preſent, and 
cr interpreted as 4 Declaration of Heaven in 
514 Favbur and which, in whatever Li ght 

it may now be looked on by the Reader, 

r you muſt not omit.” The Wind, which 
4. Kor ſeveral Days had been ſo contrary as to 
% makethe Paſſage to England imp eng 
* and feemed as if it would Shine ſo, '© 


— 


* the very 2 of the Legate's Arivar 
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extraordinary one it is, unparalleled J believe 


| LF 06 1 
« became on a ſudden fair, and in a few 
« Hours conveyed him and his Retinue tg 
cc Dover LP. 77]. Now, Sir, admitting the 
F act, (though, by the by, haying looked into 
three different Hiſtories of England, I find it 
mentioned in none of them, only in Mr. 
Phillips s Life of Cardinal Pole) ; — admit- 
mitting, I ſay, the Fact, is it fo very extra- 
ordinary, that, after the Wind had been ſe- 
veral Days in one Quarter, it ſhould change 
to another, that it muſt immediately be in- 
terpreted as a Declaration of Heaven in his 
Favour ? I think not; nor would I adviſe you 
to contend for it very ſtrongly, leſt ſome Pro- 
teſtant ſhould aſk you, Whether you think 
Heaven indiſcriminately favours both Friends 
and Foes; or whether you think a ſtill more 
extraordinary Bleſſing of the ſame Kind would 
be vouchſafed to wicked Heretics for the De- 
ſtruction of good Catholics: And yet fo Hi- 
ſtory tells us, That when B/ake deſtroyed 
the Spaniſh Galleons in the Bay of 3 
Cruz, as ſoon as he came the Ne of the 
Canaries, the Wind ſtood fair for him to 
enter the Bay, continued fo till he had done 
his Buſineſs, and then changed and brought 
him ſafe out again. No ſooner does the Le- 
gate arrive at Court, but Heaven makes a 
new Declaration i in his Favour, and a moſt 


in 


— 
1444. 


[6 J 
in either antient or modern Hiſtory; an 
what is it? His Inſtructions arrived from 
Rome, at a Time when they might reaſons 
ably be expected ¶ p. 80]. I ſend an Agent 
to Bondon, and his Inſtructions not being 
finally ſettled before he begins his Journey, 
I ſend them after him as ſoon! as I conveni- 
_ ently can, that he may loſe no Time; and 
the Meſſenger arrives ſafe with them ſoon 
after my Agent gets there: O wonderful and 
aftoniſhing Declaration of Heaven in my Fa- 
vour ] But pray, Sir, if theſe Things were 


generally looked upon as Declarations. of | 


Heaven in Favour of the Cauſe, How comes 
the pious Cardinal not to appoint a general 
"Ting on the Occaſion ? 


The Cardinal's Speech” to the Parliament 
is too extraordinary to be wholly neglect- 
ed: He tells them, after thanking them for 
repealing his Attainder, That this Fa- 
« your of theirs was the more welcome, as 
eit now furniſhed him with an Opportunity 
of repaying it in a Matter of ſtill greater 
Importance to his Benefactors: That he 
te had been reſtored by them to the Place of 


« his Birth, and to a Nobility, which could 


<, boaſt no higher Origin than the Earth; 


ce hüt he was come to inſeribe thein Deni- 


6 — of a Heavenly Country, and reinſtate 
Hicke, -2 4 «© them 


1 68 J 
them in that true and Chriſtian Greatneſs, 
«which: they had forfeited h/ renouncing 4 
% Fealty, 'to' which it bad pleaſed Almighty 
« GOD it fhbould be annexed” | p. 81], No 
other poſſible Method: of being made Deni- 
zens of Heaven, but by acknowledging the 
Pope's Supremacy ; if this be not preaching 
another Goſpel than what CHRIST and his 
Apoſtles tanght, I wiſh Somebody would 
inform me what is; for J am ſure it is an- 
nexing the Sanctions of the Goſpel to what 
they never were intended to be applied to * 
our Saviour or his 8 8 


Could no 1 late be given, yet I 
think, Sir, that you have in ' yourſelf afforded 
us not only a ſtrong Preſumption, but an 
abſolute Proof, That what is called Pope- 
* ry has the ſame Power over the Minds of 
de Men, as Circes Wand had over the Com- 
* panions of Uly/ſes, to deprive them of their 
« Reaſon” [p. 158]; otherwiſe you never 
could have palliated the. Crimes of Gardmer 
in ſo artful a Manner, and inveighed with 

ſo much Virulence, and dwelt with ſuch 
malicious Pleaſure on every Failing in Cran- 
mers Conduct. Had you reverſed the Cha- 
racters you have given them, perhaps you 
would have come nearer the Truth: That 
Cromer had many Failings, and ſome Faults 


which 
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1 1 | 
which cannot. be excuſed, is what every im · 
partial Proteſtant will readily admit, hat- 
ever ſome Perſons, animated with an ardent | 
Zeal in Behalf of any one who favoured 
their on Tenets, may, perhaps, aſſert; yet, 
J believe, the Generality will allow, that 
Cranmer was highly blameable in prevarica- 
ting, with regard to the Oath concerning the 4 
Pope's Supremacy; for certainly no Prote- 
ſtation againſt the Legality of it can diſcharge 
a Perſon from an Obligation entered into by 
an Oath ; therefore he. ought not to have | 
taken it at all; nor is his Puniſhment of ! 
Joan Bocher and George Van Par at all de- 
fenſible: With reſpect to his Submiſſion to 
| | Henry's arbitrary Will, in retaining moſt of 
the Romi/þ Rites and Tenets, had he acted 
otherwiſe, he would not only have loſt his 
own Life, but, in all Probability, have in- 
tirely ruined the glorious Cauſe, of which | 
he was one great Defender and Support; 
nay, had he poſſeſſed the abſolute Power of 4 
Henry himſelf, he could not at once have 
introduced a thorough Reformation from q 
thoſe. great Corruptions and Abuſes which 
had crept into the Church. As to his ſub- 
ſcribing the ſix Articles, you will allow me | 
to doubt the Truth of the Aſſertion, till you | 
produce - ſome better Authority for it than | 
merely your own ; for Hume, Burnet, * | 
ag 9 


(70 ] 
and the Parliamentary Hiftory, all concur in 
ſaying that he oppoſed them with all his 
Power, and fo ſtrenuouſly, that when Henry 
wiſhed him to withdraw the Day they were 
voted for, he refuſed, ſtayed, and voted 
againſt them; and as none of theſe Authors 
ever mention his being called upon to fign 
them, I think we may aſſert, in Contradic- 
tion to Mr. Phillips, That he never did ſub- 
ſcribe them. His Abjuration of the Tenets 
he had profeſſed, was owing to a too great 
Fondneſs for Life; Blame-worthy, certainly, 
when confidered ſeriouſly, and free from thoſe 
Emotions which the Dread of Death and 


Deſire of Life excite in us; but yet it is a 


Weakneſs which, I think, no Man can treat 
ſeverely, unleſs he who, having been placed 


in the ſame Circumſtances, has acted with 


undaunted Fortitude and unſhaken Con- 
ſtancy; and, ſurely, the heroic Firmneſs, 
the Chriſtian Patience, with which he after- 
wards ſuffered, was an ample Atonement for 
this ſhort Deviation to Error and Falſhood. 
To conclude this Article, as Mr. Hume ſays, 
He was undoubtedly a Man of Merit; poſ- 


« ſeſled of Learning and Capacity, and adorn- 
« ed with Candor, Sincerity, an Benefieefice, 


e and all thoſe Virtues which were fitted to 
render him uſeful and amiable in Society.” * 


With 


* 4th Hume, 46. 


77 ] 
Wich reſpect to Gardmer's Character, I 
will take the Authority which you yourſelf 
produce, He favoured the King's Divorce; 
« he maintained the King's Supremacy; and, 
during Henrys Reign, his Pen had no 
« other Direction than that Monarch's Ca- 
price thought fit to give it” p. 120]. Or, 
in other Words, he proſtituted his Con- 
icience in every Thing the King impoſed up- 
on him; but theſe Things in him, good 
Man, were only courtly Steps. As to his be- 
ing the chief Inſtigator of the cruel Perſecu- 
tions under Henry and Mary, it is a Fact, 1 
believe, almoſt univerſally allowed; even you 
have not ventured wholly to exculpate him 
from it, and it is. a Stain which would ſully 
the brighteſt Character, and will for ever 
render his Memory odious to every one who 
is a Friend to Religious Liberty; but what 
you ſay of Burnet is much more juſtly ap- 
plicable to yourſelf, You can befloiw Prat * 


or Obloguy juſt as it ſuits your Purpoſe. 
this, Sir, you ſeem to have given a fngalar 


Inſtance in the Manner in which 'you have 
To of Biſhop Burner and His Hiſtory of 
e Reformation, which appear { ſo much the 
more extraordinary, as 1 thought it had been 
generally allowed a ſenfible and judicious 
Work, ſo far from being the Chaos which 
you 8 repreſent it; and in you, Sir; it 
appears 


S500 
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SO 

appears not a little ungrateful to ſtigmatize, 
as you have done, an Hiſtorian who ſpeaks 

ſo reſpectfully of your favourite Cardinal. 
That the Biſhop was often too credulous, and 
admitted as Facts Things which were diſ- 
putable, without examining; ſo ſtrictly as he 
ought to have done, is what Nobody can 
deny; but, Sir, had he publiſhed as many 
known Falſhoods as Pages, yet even then 
he would hardly have deſerved to have been 
treated with illiberal and low Abuſe, and to 
have it ſaid of him, That he muſt have drank 
to the Dregs of that intoxicating Cup, with 
which the lying, P rophets are drenched, to give 
out ſuch Abſurdit, ties, and "Run oe RN 
be credited L. 15 - ie: 


Bluſh fra cg * i wh 1 to 0 
ſelf, Sir, for the Indecency with which you 
have treated a Writer, whoſe Credit in the 
particular Work we are now ſpeaking of, ig 
in almoſt every Inſtance ſupported by Vauoh- 
ers publickly produced in the laſt Volume of 


that Hiſtory yiz. and whoſe ſtrict and conſcien- 


tious Behaviour i in his Paſtoral Office, will be 
ever an Example worthy, the Imitation of all 


his Succeſfors, and will for ever ſecure to him f 
Reſ pect and Veneration from All, except 


Nee whoſe Hearts reproach them for devi- 
ating from fo bright a Pattern. 1 
With 


("99-3 

With what an Air of Triumph, Sir, do 
you tell us, That notwithſtanding the many 
Provocations MARY, fhat mild and gentle 
Queen, met with, yet 70 Years paſſed with- 
out any Thing which had the Air, of Perſe- 
cution. Surely you have ſtrangely forgot 
yourfelf, or elſe you think nothing but Burn- 
ing is Perſecution; for in the firſt Vear of 
her Reign, 1 55 3, all the Proteſtant Miniſters 
were ſilenced; Ridley, Biſhop of London ; 
Coverdale, of Exeter; Hooper, of Glouceſter; 
Cranmer, of Canterbury, were deprived and 
thrown. into Prifon ; whither Latimer, Bi- 


ſhop of 1 orcefter, in Henry the Eighth's 


Time, was alſo ſent; and Judge Hales, by 
oppoſing theſe Meaſures, cancelled all his 
Merit of having ftretuoully defended her 
Title to the Crown; was ſent to Priſon, where 
the Severities he himſelf met with, and the 
ſtill greater Cruelties he heard were prepa- 
ring for the Reformed, deprived him of his 
Senſes, and he put an End to his own Life *. 


Is all this no Perſecution, Sir? And as to 
the Provocations you have heaped up toge- 
ther in p. 160, 161, it is well known that 
many of them happened in the Midſt of her 
moſt violent Perſecutions, particularly the in- 
tended Aſſaſſination you mention (which, by 


K 3 the 


FER. * 4th Hae, 403. ad Rap. 33. 


[ 74 ] 
the by, Rapin calls a pretended Conſpiracy) : 
But granting the Truth of it, and that the 
Aſſaſſin juſtified the Fact, why ſhould you lay 
ſo much Streſs upon this Affair, and make 
ſuch a Wonder of it, when Papiſts can af- 
ford us Inſtances by Dozens? Witneſs Cle= 


. ment, Ravillac, Babington, Fawkes, Damien, 
8 and the late Attempts on the King of Portu- | þ 
1 gal. But you have a happy Talent, Sir, at 

1 magnifying or diminiſhing, applauding or 

N cenſuring, as your Prejudices direct you, as 

i | | appears plainly from the Apology you have 

1 made for the cruel and furious Perſecutions 

18; of Mary's Reign, and your Attempts to vin- 

il 4 dicate her from having had any Share in 

i 4 them. ; 

104 | 

i! = Mr. Hume you have commended as an im- 

il partial Hiſtorian; from him I will borrow 

14 


| | her Character, and we ſhall find it almoſt in | 

1118 every Particular directly contrary to that 

Hil which you have given us in p. 209. She 

1 ö « poſſeſſed (ſays Hume} few Qualities either 

Wit « eſtimable or amiable, and her Perſon was 

1 j « as little engaging as her Behaviour and Ad- 
q | 


« dreis. Obſtinacy, Bigotry, Violence, Cru- 
te elty, Malignity, Revenge, Tyranny; every 
t Circumſtance of her Character took a Tinc- 
« ture from her bad Temper and narrow Un- - 
cc ing; and at that Complication 
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« of Vices which entered into her Copo- 
ce fition, we ſhall ſearce find any Virtue but 
e Sincerity; a Quality which ſhe: ſeems to 
«© have maintained throughout her whole 
« Life, except in the Beginning of her Reign, 
<« when the Neceflity of her Affairs obliged 
her to make ſome Promiſes to the Prote- 
te ſtants, which ſhe certainly never intended 
ce to perform *”. 


And now, Sir, I will take my Leave of you 
and the Cardinal ; only obſerving, that had 
you followed the Example of Moderation ſet 
you by your Hero, your Book might have 
been attended with more pernicious Conſe- 
quences ; but I think your earneſt Zeal, and 
manifeſt Partiality, will, in the Opinion of 
ſenſible and judicious Perſons, rather preju- 
dice than advance your Cauſe. With reſpect 
to yourſelf, I am ſorry to ſee one who calls 
himſelf an Engliſhman, a Native of that 
Country which is at preſent bleſt both with 
Civil and Religious Liberty, ſhould himſelf be 

o bigotted to a Religion manifeſtly deſtructive 
of both, as to attempt to introduce it: 
Hitherto it has pleaſed the Almighty to de- 
feat your ſecret Machinations and open At- 
tempts for it's Reſtoration; may he continue 
to us his providential Care; may he inſpire 
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